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THE JEWELRY PROJECT 
HAS STARTED ITS 

ACTIVITIES 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND THE DIRECTOR OF 

BCNUDH VISITING PANZI

500 STUDENT MEMBERS OF DR. 
MUKWEGE'S PEACE CLUB TOOK 

PART IN A ROUND-TABLE 
FOCUSED ON THE CULTURE OF 

COMMEMORATION OF THE 
MINOVA MASSACRE WITH THE 

GLOBAL SURVIVOR REPARATION 
FUND

16 Days of Activism 
International Campaign 
Against Violence Against 
Women

PANZI    NEWS 
SPECIAL 
EDITION 

NATIONAL CONSULTATIONS: DR. MUKWEGE 
DELIVERED HIS RECOMMENDATIONS TO FELIX 

TSHISEKEDI

THE FIRST LADY, GUEST OF HONOR OF THE 
NATIONAL MOVEMENT OF SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL 

VIOLENCE IN THE DRC

Established in 1991, the 16 Days 
of Activism Against Violence 
Against Women international 
campaign generates thousands 
of events and actions around the 
world each year 

Gender-based violence remains 
one of the worst expressions of a 
destructive patriarchy that still 
oppresses the majority of 
women around the world. 

In the DRC, the Badilika project 
of the Panzi Foundation, the 
National Movement of Survivors 
of Sexual Violence, Dr. 
Mukwege, and other 
organizations are raising their 
voices to denounce this violence 
and mark the coup of this 
campaign which takes place 
every year from November 25th 
to December 10th.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: LAUNCH OF 
THE NENGO PROJECT
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Schools of the countryside! 
The Panzi Foundation, through the Badilika project, 
continues to educate students  on respect for human 
dignity as part of the 16 Days of Activism campaign. 

The launch of the campaign on November 25 marks the 
International Day for  the Elimination of Violence 

against Women and ends on December 10, the 
International Day for the Respect of Human Rights. 

This campaign is an opportunity for many actors to 
work for the promotion of gender and the eradication of 

violence. 

Panzi Foundation's Badilika project mainly focuses on 
advocacy in the communities will have covered 5 

schools in the city of Bukavu, sensitizing the youngest 
on the basic values  of respect. Fundamental 

prerequisite for the peaceful functioning of society in a 
country where rape, used as a weapon of war , shows us 

to what extent the destruction of women, a pillar of 
Congolese society, can cause a general shock in 

communities. 

Statement by Dr. Mukwege on the 
International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women 

"On this International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women and Girls, our thoughts are with all the victims 
and survivors of violence and abuse. 

Violence against women and girls takes many forms, and this 
violence knows no cultural, social, or economic barriers. It 
concern us all! 
  
It encompasses backwards customs, social norms, misogynistic 
and discriminatory practices, which range from conjugal and 
domestic violence to the harassment of students, harassment in 
the workplace or on public transport, and includes forced 
marriage of children, human trafficking, and so-called 'honor 
killings' and rape. 
  
This violence devastates the lives of millions of women in conflict 
and post-conflict societies, as well as in peacetime, and has 
serious consequences for the physical and mental health of 
women. 

Violence against women and children is not only one of 
the most serious violations of human rights, but also a 
veritable public health pandemic and a serious obstacle 
to the resolution of many global challenges such as the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
  
As the international community commemorates the 25th 
anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 
on the Rights of Women this year, it is clear that no country 
today can claim to be a champion in women's human rights. 
However, we are convinced of the universality of the rights of 
women and that the degree of any civilization is evaluated 
according to the treatment resererved for women. To fight 
against gender-based violence is to fight for human survival. 

These are the reasons why, until all women are safe from 
violence, we will continue to advocate for justice and for a 
profound paradigm shift in our societies by making gender 
equality a relaity. There is still a long way to go for a more 
inclusive, egalitarian, and prosperous world, but it bears hope 
because, as everyone knows, investing in women and girls means 
investing for the benefit of society as a whole and of general 
interest. 
  
Realizing the full potential of women is therefore the key to 
achieving sustainable development, societal progress, and 
economic prosperity, but it will require a deep awareness of the 
whole of society, a real cultural upheaval aimed at transcending 
stereotypes and reorganizing the roles that society assigns to men 
and women, giving everyone deserved places at all levels of the 
pyramid, including at its top! 

It is about bridging the gap between common sense and 
prejuidce, between scientific evidence and preconceived ideas, 
and between law and practice. 

The time has come for men to take responsibility and commit to 
positive masculinity in order to achieve equality in law and in 
practice! 

Let us eliminate discrimination against women, backward 
customs, and macho, sexist, and misogynistic practices that 
shame our humanity and undemine the prospects for 
development and progress. Let's break the silence, change the 
mindsets of our children, and end impunity and sexual and 
gender-based violence. 
  
Let us all be united, boys and men, young girls and women, 
political leaders and actors of civil society, in a spirit of mutual 
respect, complementarity and solidarity, to make this century one 
of women and progress for all, where everyone has the right to 
make their choices freely, to realize their full potential and to live 
in accordance with human dignity."
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A screening and debate took place in Kinshasa in the grounds of 
Showbuzz. A small committee came together for the event, 
following the restrictions imposed by the global health crisis. 

Around one-hundred handpicked guests, political actors, 
members of human rights organiztions, celebrities, and 
delegations from African and European embassies came 
together. The objective for the event was for the Natioanl 
Movement of Survivors of Sexual Violence in DRC to bring the 
voice of survivors to the most influential people. 

On the program was an art exhibition on the theme of sexual 
violence perpetrated in times of armed conflict, the screening of 
the film Sema, produced by the movement, and a debate on 
transitional justice, reparations, and the consequences of rape in 
communities - some of the main themes from the film Sema 

Officially released on June 19, 2020 and accessible online, the 
film Sema has been awarded best international film, best feature 
film, and has received honorable mentions at three international 
film festivals. Sema is still in competition in several film festivals 
around the world and has 12 official selections in the USA, Africa, 
and Europe. The film tells the tale of a student from Bukavu and 
a villager from South Kivu whose lives change the same night in 
different places. 

Based on true stories from more than 60 female members of the 
NMSSV-DRC who wrote the screenplay, Sema is a real 
awareness tool for the Congolese population and around the 
world.  

"We made this film to show the world what we go through every 
day. We wanted to show rape scenes in full to make our 
communities understand what we are going through and that it 
is unacceptable that instead of protecting us and helping us to 
overcome our pain, our communities reject us and reject our 
children from these rapes," explains Tatiana Mukanire, National 
Coordinator of the NMSSV-DRC.  

A powerful plea from the survivors of the National 
Movement of Survivors of Sexual Violence in the DRC on the 

occasion of the closing of the 16 days of activism!

The National Movement of 
Survivors of Sexual Violence in 
the DRC (MNSVS-RDC) marked 
the occasion on Thursday 
December 10, 2020, 
International Day for the Respect 
of Human Rights also the closing 
day of the international 
campaign 16 Days of Activism 
against Violence Against 
Women..

Survivors were keen to present their work, produced by the 
young Congolese prodigy Machéria Ekwa, in a real cinema hall. 

La Première Dame en invitée d’honneur  

Denise Nyakeru Tshisekedi, the First Lady of the DRC, was the 
guest of honor at the event. A year ago, she was awarded the title 
of Champion for the prevention of conflict-related sexual 
violence by the United Nations. Mama Denise was unable to hold 
back her tears at the screening of Sema and gave her support to 
the movement.  
 
Tatiana Mukanire commented on the commitment of Mrs. 
Tshisekedi: "The First Lady is also from the east of our country. 
Everyone at home has been directly or indirectly affected by 
these wars which have been destroying our country for decades. 
She is a First Lady who uses her voice for the survivors, that 
somehow softens our pain and allows us to amplify our voices as 
well." 

Several artists also wanted to support the movement. Thus, the 
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star Innoss B immediately responded to the invitation and was very moved. 
The artist spoke at length with several survivors before Guillaumette 
Tsongo, Deputy Coordinator of the NMSSV-DRC pointed out to him that 
thanks to his regular donations to various hospitals in Goma, the city from 
which he is from, he has allowed several more survivors, including 
survivors from the NMSSV-DRC, to not have to pay for their medical care 

when they were in precarious situations.   

Gospel singer Amanda Malela and artist 
and musician Pegguy Tabu were also in 
attendance. Malela, who also performed 
in Oslo at the gala in honor of the Nobel 
Peace Prize alongside Fally Ipupa and 
Youssoupha, told members that she could 
not hold back her tears during the 
screening of the movie. She expressed her 
wishes to be able to go to the east to 
provide more support in the fight against 
sexual violence and also to make a video 
of one of her latest titles paying tribute to 
the work of Dr. Denis Mukwege, "City of 
Love".  

A moving debate, but characterized 
by the absence of representatives of 
power 

Prevented at the last minute, Andre Lite, 
the Minister of Human Rights could not participate in the debate which 
followed the screening. In the past months, Mr. Lite has shown great 
interest in the work carried out by Panzi teams and by the catastrophic 
human rights situation in this battered region of the country. 

Around the table of the debate, moderated by Rachel Kitsita and Jacques 
Kalonji, Tatiana Mukanire, Guillaumette Tsongo, Mwamini Kanenga 
(Deputy Coordinator of the NMSSV-DRC), Desanges Kabuo (Regional 
Coordinator), Adrien Kanega (member), Abdoul Aziz Thioye (Director of 
the Joint United Nations Office for Human Rights), Thérèse Kulungu 
(lawyer specializing in the Mapping Report), Thésée-Aurore Makaba (DRC 
project manager of the Global Compensation Fund for Survivors) as well as 
a delegation from Ms. Chantal Mulop's office, the President's Special 
Advisor on Gender-based Violence, whose cabinet was also a partner at the 
event. 

Members of the movement spoke without taboos during the debate. 
Inquiries were addressed to Abdoul Aziz Thioye about the lack of 
effectiveness of MONUSCO and the lack of confidence in these institutions 
were asked by Desanges Kabuo. Mr. Thioye answered bluntly, expressing 
his understanding of the feelings of the Congolese in the region. He 
reiterated the commitment of his office, the UNJHRO, in the winding path 
towards a process of transitional justice and expressed his deep respect for 
survivors present in the room.  Mr. Thioye said he was ready to act with 
those on the ground to reach a state in which perpetrators of serious human 
rights violations will be held accountable for their acts.  

Aurore-Thésée Makaba explained the importance of reparations in these 
communities and explained how the current powers must fight to bring this 
duty of memory and compensation into Congolese law. Desanges Kabuo 
returned to the issue of registering children resulting from rape, which is 
still a fundamental problem today in the DRC.  

Addressing the consequences of rape and the stigmatization of male 
survivors of sexual violence, Adrien Kanega said: "As a man, it's very 
complicated. People insult you. Everyone knows my story in my 
community. We regularly suffer from chronic diseases as a result of what 
we've been through," and explaiend that the existing structures are often 
less well-suited to take care of men. Throughout the debate, the root causes 
of the use of rape were addressed. Particularly memorable from the debate 
was that "without justice, we cannot hope to live in peace in this country 
where criminals are high-ranking - the army, ministers, or even holding high state functions," insisted Therese Kulungu. 
 
The entire debate can be found on the Facebook page of the National Movement of Survivors of Sexual Violence in the DRC: 
@MouvementDesSurvivantesRDC
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Maison Dorcas trains 
beneficiaries in the 
manufacturing of a 

range of modern soaps 
17 beneficiaries of Maison Dorcas, the shelter 
and transit house for survivors, have 
completed a new training in making soaps 
offered by Panzi Foundation. This training 
adds additional value to income-generating 
activities carried out by women in order to 
enhance their empowerment. 

From now on, the women beneficiaries of the 
Maison Dorcas transit center of the Panzi 
Foundation have the opportunity to participate 
in a new training course: the making of artisinal 
soaps. Indeed, after five months of suspension,  

the training was able to resume and new sectors were added including this training in artisinal manufacturing.  

In addition to the manufacturing of laundry soaps which is commonly learned at Maison Dorcas, as well as in other 
structures for the empowerment of women initiated by the Panzi Foundation, this training will have enabled the 17 
beneficiaries to develop skills in the manufacturing of more specific and particularly competitive products on the market. 
The training focused on the manufacturing of medical soap enriched with natural medical inputs traditionally used to treat 
skin infections, such as honey, aloe vera extract, moringa, and other plants known for their medical virtues.  

Beneficiaries were also trained in the manufacturing of triple-use liquid soaps, a product recognized for its versatility both 
for laundry, cleaning of furniture and for washing. This particular hygienic soap is more and more in demand on the market 
at this time when regular hand-washing has become a vital principle in order to fight the spread of the coronavirus. 

In order to strengthen preventative 
measures against the coronavirus, 
the women received additional 
training on the manufacturing of 
hydro-alcoholic gel, which is 
effective in destroying bacteria.  

A l l t h e s e p r o d u c t s , u s u a l l y 
imported from outside the national 
territory, will now be produced and 
sold by the beneficiaries of Maison 
Dorcas. Their trainer, Israel 
S h u k u r u , e x p l a i n s t h a t t h e 
apprentices can easily benefit from 
this training because the inputs 
used are easy to find in the market, 
both in the city of Bukavu and in 
other neighboring towns. 

M r . I s r a e l S h u k u r u h a s a 
remarkable experience in the 
manufacturing of detergents. He 
praised the intel l igence and 
promptness that characterized his 
students during the two months that the training lasted, which also makes him optimistic about the application of the 
lessons learned by the women. “They have followed the training well theoretically, and they have applied a lot in practice. I 
am sure they will make good use of it in their activities. " 

The beneficiaries of Maison Dorcas are now supervised in points of sale called Centers Nobela, where they produce and sell 
items for which they have received training. 

Photos @Ston BIRINDWA 
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Following the example of other active forces in the 
province of South Kivu, the Kaziba nucleus of civil 
society in the province commemorated the massacre 
perpetrated in the Kaziba chiefdom on October 28, 
1996. On that dark Monday, 140 people were savagely 
killed there by AFDL/APR units.  

This is the first time in the history of Kaziba that the 
community celebrates this day in a solemn manner. 

An old father remembers: "I live in the village of Chebe, located 
in the Lukube group in the Kaziba Chieftaincy. On that day, 
exactly 24 years ago today, I lost nine people from my family. 
The attackers, heavily armed, arrived in Kaziba at around 4 
a.m. They called back the fleeing inhabitants, convincing them 
that they had come on a peacemaking mission. Even those who 
had already fled, turned back to listen to the so-called 
peacemakers. They gathered the people together in a store for 
maintenance.  And suddenly the AFDL/APR rebels opened fire on the civilians. In my little brother's home, only one person 
survived. After this massacre, some members of my family developed mental health problems".  

A campaign to repair urogenital fistulas took place in Kasai on 
November 20, 2020. A urogenital fistula is the destruction of the 
bladder and vagina often due to childbirth under unfavorable 
conditions or as a result of rape with extreme violence.  

After ten days of activities, the team composed of two doctors, an 
anesthetist and a data collection officer managed to operate on 30 
patients in the first two of the four sites involved in the campaign. 

Starting in the town of Mbuji-Mayi, in the diamond-producing 
province of Kasai-Oriental, this mission also involved three sites in the 
neighboring province of Lomami, where cases of fistula are commonly 

recorded as a result of the poor delivery conditions faced by mothers in these remote corners of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The women come from different parts of the province to reach the care sites set up by the Panzi repair 
team. These include the Christ Roi General Referral Hospitals of Mbuji-Mayi and Mwene Ditu, the 
General Referral Hospital of Ngandajika and the Provincial General Hospital of Kabinda.  

The women who received operations were able to recover their smiles thanks to the repair of this 
genital infirmity which constitutes a gynecological emergency.  

All patients received a hygiene kit consisting of clothes, a basin, toothpaste, toothbrush, cup, spoon, 
plate, beauty milk, soap and an envelope that would enable them to pay for their transportation to 
return to their villages in good travel conditions, without traumatizing the scar of the operation. 

Dozens of women repaired 
fistulas in Kasaï

Because a people without a memory is 
a people without a future 

The Kaziba Massacre 
commemorated for the 

first time in 24 years
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To confirm this result, Magistrate Willy Mbayi, Deputy Prosecutor 
General at the South Kivu Court of Appeals, said: "We have 
arrested those who raped, we have brought them before the first 
judge who convicted them, we have appealed and we have shown 
the court that they are guilty; we are satisfied because the 
convictions have been upheld. 

These mobile court hearings are part of the Panzi Foundation's 
mission to bring victims closer to the Court of Justice, but also to 
bring the accused closer to the scene of the crime.  

On an educational level, the mobile court hearings, which take 
place in public, serve as an example in the community by playing a 
preventive role.  

During the year 2020, the Panzi Foundation will have organized 
several mobile courts, notably in Minova, Baraka, Luvungi and 
Uvira.  

The last fairground was realized with the financial support of the 
European Union through the Integrated Program of Holistic 
Support (PIAH). 

It should be noted that the day before the hearings, a training 
session on positive masculinity organized by the Panzi Foundation 
had taken place in the presence of the mayor of Uvira in order to 
raise awareness of a particularly macho population whose arrival of 
the patriarchate, at the time of Belgian colonization, profoundly 
disrupted the traditions of dignity and respect that existed 
beforehand towards women.  

Uvira: South Kivu Court of 
Appeals confirms more than 20 

cases 

Beginning on November 5, 
2020, the hearings of the 
chamber initiated by the 
Tribunal of the Court of 
Appeals of South Kivu 
ended on Saturday, 
November 14 at the 
Tribunal of Peace in Uvira. 

At the end of this trial, 
Maitre Ngabo, lawyer at 
the Legal Clinic of Panzi, 
explained that 66.7% of 
the sentences were 
pronounced in favor of the 
victim parties. Thus, out of 
24 files that were lined up, 
there were 14 
confirmations of first 
degree judgments; two 
files were sent back to 
Bukavu for further 
investigation; there was 
one acquittal and 7 
judgments were annulled 
without evocation.

Les ambassadeurs de 
Grande-Bretagne et de 

France ont effectué une visite 
à Panzi respectivement le 15 
décembre et le  4 novembre 

2020

Photos @Bernardin SEBAHIRE



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2020                               PANZI FOUNDATION                                      NUMBER  12

 

46 psychosocial providers were trained on issues related 
to the management of cases of gender-based violence in 
the Kimbi-Lulenge health zone in Fizi through the 
Umbrella Consortium made up of the Panzi Foundation, 
SARCAF and Héritiers de la Justice.   

In order to provide psychosocial support at the grassroots level, 
the psychosocial supervisor of the health zone and the 
psychosocial focal points assigned in different areas were trained 
to complete the first phase of empowerment of the focal points 
selected in the seven health zones targeted by the Panzi 
Foundation's "Prevention and Response to Gender-Based 
Violence" project.  

After the Health Zones of Kaniola, Minova, Lemera, Fizi, 
Shabunda and Lulingu, where 45 psycho-social actors were 
trained, it was Kimbi-Lulenge's turn to receive the two 
psychologist trainers from the Panzi Foundation, on behalf of the 
Umbrella Consortium. 

Two themes formed the backbone of this training, which as 
organized in Misisi from November 11 to 20, 2020. During the 
first five days of the training, the two psychologists from the Panzi 
Foundation, focused on case management, psychosocial support 
and the referral mechanism for cases of gender-based violence. 
The second part of the mission was devoted to training on the 
information system and case management tools related to gender-
based violence. 

The psychosocial focal point, an important role!  
In the accompaniment of cases of gender-based violence, the 
psychosocial focal point is a key player and plays a leading role. 
He or she is responsible for welcoming, listening to and orienting 
survivors in the continuation of the care circuit.  
After this first phase, a training course essentially focused on the 
psychosocial care of child survivors of 

gender-based violence will be organized in the seven health zones.  

Planned for the coming weeks, this training is proving to be 
valuable because, in the various areas of intervention of the 
Umbrella Consortium, cases of sexual abuse and other gender-
based violence against children are routinely registered. 

The Umbrella Consortium is implementing the Prevention and 
Response to Gender-Based Violence project in South Kivu 
province thanks to the financial support of the World Bank 
through the DRC Social Fund. The Panzi Foundation is supported 
by the organizations Héritiers de la Justice and SARCAF in order 
to provide holistic care to survivors of gender-based violence in 7 
health zones where atrocities continue to be reported. 

A total of 322 psychosocial providers have been trained since the 
launch of the first phase of the training, including 315 focal points 
and 7 psychosocial supervisors in the health zones. 

Psychosocial Focal Points trained in the Kimbi-
Lulenge Health Zone
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A Mobile  team  
supervisory 

mission in the 
Kalole Health Zone 

  
A team of two doctors conducted a mission to 
supervise the activities of Panzi Foundation's Mobile 
Clinic in the Kalole Health Zone in Shabunda 
territory. 
  
This mission took place a few weeks after a Panzi Foundation 
training to teach 13 providers in Kalole how to provide local, 
holistic care for patients suffering from sexual violence, 
urogenital diseases, and other issues from vulnerable people in 
the community.  

The formative supervision took place during a Mobile Clinic 
mission organized within the facilities of the Penekusu Health 
Center, where a total of 104 partients were treated. Among 
them were 28 women with genital prolapse problems and 4 
women suffering from urogenital fistulas.  

Begun on November 24th, the supervision mission ended on 
Sunday, December 1st with the referral of 11 complex cases of 
uro-genital pathologies to Panzi Hospital for more specialized 
care. 

It should be noted that in the Shabunda region, the lack of 
proximity to centers providing health care for the population 
remains a huge challenge for several reasons: the vastness of 
the territory, the lack of adequate health structures, the lack of 
road infrastructure, but also the use of traditional 
practitioners. 
There are a large number of pathologies related to poor 
assistance during childbirth. 

All of these parameters are added to the resurgence of activism 
by armed groups that kill, pillage and rape without reserve, 
increasing the ordeal of women in this forgotten part of the 
country. 

The team trained locally to carry out missions with the 
Mobile Clinic will have to criss-cross the 24 health areas 
making up the Kalole Health Zone to help these visibly 
unassisted populations.  

The approach of the Panzi Foundation's Mobile Clinic consists 
of deploying mixed teams in the field to provide outreach 
treatment to patients suffering from gynecological diseases 
and other patients with complex tropical diseases. 

In the Kalole Health Zone, the Panzi Foundation operates in 
collaboration with the Provincial Health Division, thanks to 
the financial support of the World Bank through the DRC 
Social Fund.

Photos @Arsène LWABANJI
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Dr. Denis Mukwege  
Peace Club: 

The culture of values preached 
to the students of Bukavu 

More than five hundred students, 
members of the Dr. Denis Mukwege Peace 
Clubs of Bukavu took part in a roundtable 

discussion focusing on the culture of 
values in schools at the Bwindi Institute on 

Wednesday, December 30, 2020. 

The pedagogical coordinator of the Dr. Denis 
Mukwege Peace Clubs invited student members 
to a day of reflection around the values that 

youth must cultivate, in order to put an end to the 
cycle of mediocrity that has been observed in the DRC for several decades.  

To this end, a debate was led by the Badilika project team of the Panzi Foundation on the positive values that should 
characterize the young people who have taken Dr. Denis Mukwege, Nobel Peace Prize winner, as their model.   

The speaker of the day, Mr. Roger Buhendwa, dwelt on 
certain values, which 
guarantee a society 
without violence, such 
as dignity, respect and 
justice.  
Speaking about justice, 
Mr. Roger Buhendwa 
referred to the report of 
t h e U N M a p p i n g 
Exercise which has 
been almost ignored 
since 2010 while the 
victims of the atrocities described in the report are still 
demanding justice. 

On the sidelines of this activity, prizes were awarded to 
students who have distinguished themselves by their effectiveness in promoting values within their respective clubs. 
The 15 most diligent students each received a laptop computer as an incentive. 

It should be noted that the Dr. Denis Mukwege Peace Clubs have been created since June 2019, in order to inculcate 
students from different schools in the 
city of Bukavu with the values 
embodied by Dr. Denis Mukwege 
and to imbue them with the 
meaning of his struggle for the 
restoration of human dignity. 
Today, these clubs are being formed 
in about twenty schools in the city of 
Bukavu and the coordination 
routinely receives requests from 
other schools. 

The idea is to set up Dr. Denis 
Mukwege Peace Clubs also in 
elementary school because "this is 
the nursery of society," explains the 
educational coordinator of the 
clubs.

Photos @John ACHIZA
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Today, it is clear that in order to get out of this situation, 
it is absolutely necessary that our leaders make a break 
with the anti-values that characterize our country.  
A break with corrupt practices, a break with a system of 
governance that has led our country into this chaos and, 
above all, a break with all those who have committed 
crimes, serious human rights violations, blood crimes, but 
also economic crimes.  
(...) There must be a fight against impunity. And this fight 
against impunity will be (...) through the implementation 
of the recommendations of the Mapping Report. (...) Here 
I will clarify, we are talking about the Mapping Report, 
but there is the need to do a second mapping that will 
allow us to map all the crimes that have been committed 
since 2003 and up to the present day, because these 
crimes continue. There is the recommendation of 
Transitional Justice. This transitional justice will, of 
course, include international, but also national, 
prosecution and trial mechanisms, and here we must 
insist that the prosecutions must be extra-judicial, but 
also judicial. I am thinking especially of all the women 
who are excluded from their communities because they 
have been raped (...) 
The third thing that was asked of the President of the 
Republic is that he be personally involved and that he be 
the torchbearer of this fight against impunity,

On Sunday, November 8 at about 2 pm, Dr. Denis 
Mukwege arrived in Kinshasa as part of the National 
Consultations organized by the President of the 
Republic to gather the analyses of political and 
religious leaders, active organizations of the country, 
civil society movements and other influential actors in 
the country in order to find a solution to the multi-
sectoral crisis facing the DRC.  

Solicited a few days 
e a r l i e r b y F e l i x 
Tshisekdi, the Nobel 
P e a c e P r i z e w a s 
received at the Palace 
of the Nation the day 
after his arrival.  

A f t e r a w a r m 
welcome, the two men 
exchanged first in the 
p r e s e n c e o f t h e 
various advisors and 
then face to face in a 
separate room.  
 
 
At the end of these 
e x c h a n g e s , D r . 
Mukwege published a 
memorandum of his 

recommendations and 
addressed the journalists present in the palace: 

"Our country is going through a deep crisis where crimes against 
humanity, war crimes are committed. It is one of the most deadly 
conflicts since the Second World War, the consequences are 
disastrous on the social, economic and security levels in the 
DRC. We took this opportunity to present to the President our 
point of view on the (...) 

National Consultations: 
Dr. Denis Mukwege gave his 
recommendations to  Félix Tshisekedi
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especially by addressing a request to the Secretary General of 
the United Nations, Mr. Antonio Guterres, to address the 
Security Council for the implementation of an International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Congo. 
And the last issue that we mentioned was institutional 
reforms. Our country will not take off! Its take-off will 
always be hypothetical if we do not have deep and 
courageous institutional reforms, but also ambitious reforms 
that will allow (...) to have an army, a police force, an 
intelligence service, and therefore the whole security system; 
completely apolitical and professional. We also need to have 
(...) Justice, the Constitutional Court, which is completely 
apolitical, and I think that's very important, because when 
you see all the crises that we have, it's because everyone 
wants to control the institutions in order to stay in power...". 

When asked about the need for an end to the coalition, the 
Nobel Prize winner replied: "(...) The coalition must not be a 
kind of oasis where criminals hide.... I am not a judge, but if 
you are in the coalition and you have committed crimes, you 
must be held accountable for your crimes," (...) 
I believe that today we have an advantage, we have a 
president who was not involved in these crimes, at least that 
we can be sure. (...) if there are people in the coalition who 
have committed blood crimes, crimes against humanity or 
war crimes, they should absolutely be held accountable for 
those crimes. And there is no statute of limitations on these 
crimes, so let there be no illusions, we can have a time of 
grace, but a time will come when the Congolese dead must 
obtain justice.  

On Minembwe's question, Dr. Mukwege replied that it was a 
distraction: "Ask for Transitional Justice, an International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Congo, Minembwe's question will 
be resolved," he said, concluding the interview. 

The recommendations received on Transitional Justice and 
conflict over minerals topped the list of Felix Tshisekedi's 
report.  

More than a month after the start of the National 
Consultations, on December 6, the President of the Republic 
addressed the nation to give an assessment of the numerous 
exchanges he had during these 17 days.  
 
At the top of the list were the recommendations of Dr. 
Mukwege's plea and a particular focus on insecurity in the 
East and the exploitation of mines.  

Dr. Olivier Nyakio of Panzi 
Hospital presented his thesis on 
cervical cancer associated with 

sexual violence. 

Dr. Nyakio has been working for the General Reference 
Hospital of Panzi for 19 years. The obstetrician-gynecologist 
has just defended his aggregation thesis at the University of 
Lubumbashi on cervical cancer associated with sexual violence. 

The fruit of several years of sacrifice and abnegation, Dr. 
Nyakio is particularly familiar with this pathology which he has 
been treating for many years by taking care of the preventive 
and curative care of women. 

At the end of his post-doctoral training in Lubumbashi, Olivier 
Nyakio presented his thesis to the medical staff of the Panzi 
Hospital, a copy of which was given to Dr. Denis Mukwege as a 
token of gratitude for the supervision he provided to Dr. 
Nyakio. 

The General Reference Hospital of Panzi, a center of excellence! 

The Panzi General Reference Hospital continues to invest in the 
training of its staff. Thus, every year, several capacity building 
sessions are organized for the staff as well as for professionals 
from other provinces of the DRC and neighboring countries. 
State of the art surgeries such as minimally invasive surgery in 
ENT, bariatric and gastroenterology are also provided several 
times a year for the last 8 years with the missions of Professor 
Cadiere of the European School of Minimally Invasive Surgery.   

Several doctors also carry out high-level training in leading 
international centers in order to reinforce the expertise of the 
medical staff.  

The Panzi Hospital aims to be a training, competitive and 
excellent hospital with the ultimate goal of guaranteeing quality 
care for all. 

In teaching and research 

At Panzi, there is a database that can facilitate objective 
research that can ultimately improve the quality of life of 
patients. 

The process of developing research and documentation 
capabilities at Panzi Hospital is done in collaboration with the 
International Center for Advanced Research and Training 
(ICART)/Panzi Foundation.  

Through its missions of care, prevention, teaching and 
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Raising awareness: organized for the husbands of 
the beneficiaries of Maison Dorcas 

Located on the Panzi Foundation's site in Bukavu, the Maison Dorcas transit house takes care of survivors of sexual 
violence, shelters them and gives them access to training in trades and literacy.  
On Saturday, November 7, more than a hundred people participated in an awareness session organized for the 
husbands of Maison Dorcas survivors and for community leaders from the Panzi neighbourhood on the theme: "The 
need for community support for the professional activities of women who have been reintegrated after training at 
the Panzi Foundation". 

Most of the participants came from the Panzi neighborhood and its surroundings, and attended a presentation on the various aids, 
training and services offered at the Panzi Foundation and the Maison Dorcas in particular. 

In his speech, the coordinator of Dorcas House explained the meaning of Dr. Mukwege's fight for the promotion of women, asking the 
participants to take ownership of the Panzi Foundation's actions by supporting the activities of the women who have been trained there, 
and who put their know-how at the disposal of the community. 

The participants, for their part, praised the various initiatives of the Panzi Foundation in their community, while making certain 
recommendations that could strengthen the impact of its activities in the surrounding area. Among these suggestions was the need to 
take care of more children who want to go to school but have no one to send them. 

In addition, the participants made certain commitments to accompany the beneficiaries as they reintegrate into the community so that 
their work would be more successful!  

The husbands of the beneficiaries committed to strengthen the businesses of their partners by providing additional financial support to 
the reintegration kit that they already receive at Dorcas House at the end of their training. 

It should be noted that Maison Dorcas also offers training in professional trades to vulnerable women from the surrounding 
neighborhoods. After the training, they receive tools that allow them to initiate income-generating activities in their community, in 
order to make them more autonomous.

Congo Clothing Company,  
a committed clothing brand 
Congo Clothing Company was founded this year. This young and fashionable clothing brand that 
blends jeans with traditional fabrics typically originating from the vast territory covered by the 
DRC aims to raise public awareness of the fate of the DRC and its longstanding conflict. Its 
creator, Milain Fayulu, explains his brand's commitment: "The focus of the brand's mission is the 
effect of sexual violence on girls and women and their path(s) to rehabilitation. For every piece of 
clothing purchased, we commit to donating one third to Panzi Hospital to support its efforts to 
provide holistic healing to rape victims in areas of armed conflict. 
We aim to change the paradigm of giving from the traditional format of one-time, often 
desensitized giving to a more care-focused model. »  

Milain explains that part of his brand's creative challenge is the delicate balance between 
communicating his creations while keeping his mission at the forefront: "This project is about 
involving people in a great cause by buying something cool." 

A découvrir sur www.congoclothingco.com

Photos @Ston BIRINDWA
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By virtue of its experience in the implementation of the Panzi Model on the One Stop Center system, the Panzi Foundation DRC is 
considered a regional reference in the management of cases of sexual and gender-based violence. It is in this capacity that it is associated 
with the Nengo project (which means Dignity in the Sango language). 

The focus of this conference was essentially on the care of survivors of sexual violence and the effective implementation of the Nengo 
project. To this end, the Panzi Foundation was represented by a delegation led by the Executive Secretary of the Panzi Foundation, Dr. 
Christine Amisi Notia. 

With the financial support of the Agence Française de Développement (AFD), the Nengo project is executed by a consortium composed of 
the Pierre Fabre Foundation; the Denis Mukwege Foundation; the French Institute for Justice and Democracy and the Panzi Foundation. 
This project also involves the participation of two organizations under Central African law, namely the Friendship Hospital and the 
Association of Women Lawyers of CAR. 

The Nengo project will work in the area of care for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence and will focus on prevention and advocacy.  

Involvement of the Central African Government 

The Panzi Foundation's expertise was called upon to upgrade the 
Central African teams. This formative intervention aims to prepare 
the Central African staff to continue the work when the Panzi team 
is no longer on site. "The Panzi Foundation has sent a team to stay 
in the country for two years to share its skills in a South-South 
relationship. It is also planned that the CAR team will come to 
Bukavu for further training and to understand the functioning of 
the One Stop Centers in the DRC. Then, the trained teams will be 
able to continue on their own," explained Dr. Amisi, upon his 
return from Bangui. 

In addition, the Executive Secretary of the Panzi Foundation 
praised the Central African Government's all-out involvement in 
the implementation of the Nengo project.  

At the launch of the project, the government was represented by the 
Minister of Health who, for the occasion, planted a "tree 
symbolizing hope".  
  
Thanks to her government's advocacy, the Central African Republic 
was able to secure the establishment of a Special Criminal Court to 
try various war crimes committed against civilians on Central 
African soil: "We can draw on their experience, because they 
already have a Truth and Reconciliation Commission, we must also 
do something here at home," said Ms. Amisi.  

It should be noted that the Panzi Foundation, through the advocacy 
of its founder, Dr. Denis Mukwege, is committed to the fight for the 
establishment of a Transitional Justice mechanism likely to put an 
end to impunity for crimes committed in the DRC during armed 
conflict and to organize reparations for survivors.

Dr. Christine Amisi in Bangui 
presenting the holistic model of care 
for survivors of sexual violence.

The Panzi Foundation 
is active in the CAR 
through the Nengo 

project. 

The Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation has already been 
established for 2 years in Central 
Africa.  

Since 2015, the Panzi Foundation 
has had a sister foundation, the 
Dr. Denis Mukwege Foundation, 
which acts at the international 
level to fight against rape as a 
weapon of war, notably with the 
creation of the international 
network of Sema survivors, composed of survivors and activists 
from 21 countries including the Central African Republic, 
Kosovo, Colombia, Guinea, DRC,... 

Through the extensive work of Sema's Central African 
members, both foundations have focal points on the ground to 
ensure that survivors can benefit from support structures and 
be properly referred to the One Stop Center in Bangui.  

Thus, a delegation from the Dr Denis Mukwege Foundation and 
members of Sema from CAR were also present during the stay 
and inauguration of the project.  

Long life to the Nengo project in the CAR!

As part of the materialization of the Nengo project, set up 
to assist survivors of sexual and gender-based violence in 

the Central African Republic, the Panzi Foundation 
participated in the meeting of the scientific orientation 
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Greetings from Dr. Denis 
Mukwege for  

2021  
Madam, Sir, 

Dear partner, Dear friend, 

The year 2020 has been littered with trials and tears for our 
humanity. 

Many families have lost a loved one to the cruel fate imposed on 
us by the coronavirus pandemic. 

So many women and men are currently carrying a heavy 
burden of suffering and disease. 

On this day of light, it is first of all to them that we think of 
them. May the spark of Christmas and the glow of the New Year 

dispel the dark clouds of their sorrow. 

Our thoughts are also with you, our dear friends and partners 
around the world who have been of immense support to the 

hospital and the Panzi Foundation, especially in times of 
adversity. You have carried high our struggles for Justice and 

Peace in DR Congo. We wish you a year 2021 filled with beauty 
and success equal to your generosity and greatness. 

To all of you, dear brothers and sisters in humanity, 
enlightened by hope and confidence in our common capacity to 
build a better world, receive our noblest wishes of love for those 

you cherish and joy in your hearts throughout the year 2021. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Dr Denis Mukwege. 

Closing of the 18th session 
of the City of Joy 

There are now 1562 girls who have graduated from the City of 
Joy since the creation of the institution in Bukavu. 

Co-founded by Eve Ensler, Mama Christine Deschrijver and 
Dr. Mukwege, this extraordinary institution trains 180 women 
survivors of gender-based violence from across the DRC each 
year. At the City of Joy, these women, who range in age from 

18 to 30, learn how to transform 
their pain into power and enter a 
program of emotional healing and 
women's leadership training over 
two 6-month sessions. 

The City of Joy, an independent 
i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e P a n z i 
Foundation, is part of the global 
activist movement VDAY to end 
violence against women and girls. 
VDAY was created by American 
author, playwright and activist 
Eve Ensler. 

During the Coronavirus health crisis, VDAY established a 
strict health protocol and never interrupted its programs 
around the world.  

The award-winning documentary film City of Joy is still 
available on Netflix.  
If you haven't seen it yet, you know what you have to do!

Photo @Ukweli
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Here is an excerpt from their letter to the French 
President: 

"Mr. President of the Republic, 

For decades, the Great Lakes region of Africa has been plagued by 
appalling wars and conflicts during which large scale human 
massacres have been perpetrated. War crimes, crimes against 
humanity and genocide have marked the history of this region. 
During these conflicts, many women were - as is often the case in 
these conflicts - targeted victims of gang rapes used as a weapon of 
war. 
Since the mid-1990s, in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), one man in particular has stood up against this 
specific barbarity: Dr. Denis Mukwege. As a doctor, he has put 
himself at the service of thousands of women who have suffered 
sexual violence, providing them with medical help - including 
reconstructive surgery in the case of genital mutilation - and then 
progressively economic, legal and finally psychological assistance. 

Beyond his medical and social action, Denis Mukwege has also been a tireless denunciator of these crimes to all public opinion. 
For his work, in addition to dozens of prizes and distinctions, he received the Sakharov Prize in 2014 and the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2018... 
Although he respects a great neutrality towards the belligerents, but because he denounces these heinous crimes, Dr. Mukwege is 
the object of regular threats and assassination attempts. 
Since he recently denounced a new massacre of civilians in his eastern province of South Kivu, on the border with Rwanda, he 
has been threatened. 
For example, on July 26th, when new massacres were being perpetrated in South Kivu, on the border between the ROC and 
Rwanda, he stated on Twitter that women were once again being targeted. "These are the same people who continue to kill (...) 
in the straight line of massacres that have hit the ROC since 1996," he added. This factual statement unleashed a new torrent of 
condemnation from some, with his family once again threatened. 
 
However, this extreme violence became widespread from 1996 onwards, first against Hutu refugee camps, targeting children, 
women, and the elderly. Rape as a weapon of war perpetrated in the DRC then became widespread against indigenous 
Congolese populations, against women, girls, even boys and even babies. Dr. Mukwege testified: "I operated on grandmothers, I 
operated on mothers, I now operate on small children; where will it end? These rapes, often committed in public and collectively, 
aim to destroy the family unit, the community, the social fabric and push these victims to leave their often strategically mineral-
rich homes. 
 
If, after the appalling genocide in Rwanda in 1994, an indispensable work of memory, justice and history must imperatively take 
place, it is intolerable that, in the name of the victims' opposition, the current crimes are not prosecuted with the same 
determination. 
This is quite simply what Dr. Mukwege is asking for. In this regard, he hopes in particular that the 2010 UN "Mapping Report" 
will be exploited and that an international jurisdiction will be created to prosecute the perpetrators of the massacres committed 
in the eastern part of the CAR since 1996; crimes that are often ignored or underestimated in our country. 
Mr. President of the Republic, in view of these facts and the quality of Dr. Mukwege, the signatories of this letter ask you: 

- To accede to his request expressed on the occasion of the awarding of his Nobel Prize on December 10, 2018: no longer receive 
with "the red carpet" the leaders of countries that use sexual violence to gain power" and rather draw a red line against the use of 
rape as a weapon of war, a red line that would be synonymous with economic and political sanctions and legal proceedings"; 
- That you support the creation, as requested by the European Parliament, of an international criminal tribunal "that would 
advance the proven cases of human rights violations dating back to before 2002" in this region, a sine qua non condition so that, as 
Dr. Mukwege requested, "the law be said", and the "Congolese people can project themselves serenely into the future"; 
- That you support, as advocated last August by Ms. Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the 
establishment as quickly as possible "of an effective, prompt, thorough and impartial investigation into the threats to which Dr. 
Mukwege was subjected". His life depends on it; - That you propose that Monusco protect and guarantee the security of Dr. 
Mukwege; - That you give instructions that all the massacres that occurred in the Great Lakes region be taught and researched, in 
conjunction with the genocide perpetrated in Rwanda in 1994 against the Tutsis; - That the media regulatory authorities be 
sensitized in this regard. 

Mr. President of the Republic,, 
We will not stop denouncing the terrible genocide committed in Rwanda in the summer of 1994 against the Tutsis. We are also 
aware of France's current ties with President Paul Kagame and the role he plays in the region. However, no realistic diplomacy 
can allow silence and eventual oblivion to fall on hundreds of thousands of victims and on the crimes that continue to be 
perpetrated even today. By responding favourably to the above requests, you would help prevent this from happening. 
In this expectation, we ask you, Mr. President of the Republic, to believe in the expression of our high consideration."

29 French deputies 
write to Emmanuel 

Macron concerning the 
fate of the DRC, the need 

for justice, the duty to 
remember and the 

threats against Dr. 
Mukwege. 
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Holiday Celebration at 
the Hospital

One year after its opening, the South 
Idjwi Legal Clinic finally has its own 
building. 

At an official ceremony on Friday, December 11, a delegation of the 
Panzi Foundation and the German Cooperation GIZ, opened the 
doors of the brand new building of the Legal Clinic of Kashara 
located in the south of the island of Idjwi. The event took place in 
the presence of several feminist associations active on the island, 
the representative of the Ntambuka Chieftaincy, the President of 
the Civil Society and the Police Commander.  

Taking the floor for the occasion, Mr. Justin Bahirwe, head of the 
Legal Pillar at the Panzi Foundation, outlined the motivations of 
the project: 

"This jewel, whose materialization was made possible thanks to 
the partnership between the Panzi Foundation and the GIZ, will 
be available to the community of Idjwi. The Panzi Foundation is 
thus in line with what is known as the national policy of justice 
reform. This reform, contained in a document of the National 
Ministry of Justice, encourages the development of alternative 
conflict resolution mechanisms to complement the work of the 
Peace Courts. Given the inadequacy of these courts, the 
government is promoting alternative conflict resolution 
mechanisms. Thus, the Panzi Foundation's Legal Clinics 
contribute to in an eloquent way to the prevention and the fight 

Photo @Arsene LWABANDJI

On Tuesday, December 22, 2020, the 
Child Protection Department of Dorcas 

House celebrated Christmas with the 
children and mothers in the care of the 

Panzi Foundation.  

Dr. Mukwege, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Panzi Foundation, and 

Dr. Christine Amisi, the Executive 
Secretary, were welcomed by the training 
center and transit shelter for survivors to 

participate in the festivities. 
  

After sharing a meal together, gifts were 
presented to the children of Dorcas 

House.

against sexual violence, gender-based violence and even domestic 
violence. The Legal Clinics also contribute to the peaceful 
resolution of conflicts, where the inhabitants are used to settling 
certain disputes with violence, which become impoverished in 
budget-intensive legal procedures".  
The Panzi Foundation's commitment in the Idjwi territory is 
strong. As a reminder, in 2012, when Dr. Denis Mukwege was the 
victim of an assassination attempt and found himself obliged to 
leave the country for security reasons, hundreds of women from 
Idjwi had joined forces by selling their country produce in order 
to buy the Doctor a plane ticket so that he could return to the 
country. 

Currently, the Panzi Foundation has two Legal Clinics in Idjwi, 
one of which is in North Idjwi, and works in partnership with 
Kalinga Community Radio and the Muhyahya Health Center. The 
Panzi Foundation also supports income-generating activities 
(IGA) for women survivors of sexual violence, but also for other 
vulnerable women. 

Photo @Bernardin SEBAHIRE
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Maitre Justin 
Bahirwe 
ouvrant la 
porte du tout 
nouveau 
bâtiment de 
la Clinique 
Juridique 
d’Idjwi-Sud
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In the fight against sexual and gender-based violence and in bringing 
people closer to justice, the Panzi Foundation is currently supporting 
the Kavumu District Court. It is within this framework that the Court 
has moved to Idjwi-Sud for a specific ten-day public hearing from 
December 10 to 18, 2020.  

Opened in March 2020, the Legal Clinic of Idjwi-Sud broke a record in 
terms of attendance and documentation of cases of gender-based 
violence.  According to Mr. Aristote, head of the clinic, they register 
more than 65 requests for legal assistance per day, 60% of which come 
from women. 

This building, which is now owned by the Legal Clinic of Idjwi-Sud, is 
a response to the concerns of the inhabitants of this chiefdom. The 
president of the core civil society speaks on behalf of the living forces: 
"Before this legal clinic, many people died by drowning in search of 
distant justice. Some became impoverished in order to follow their 
case to the Peace Tribunal in Bugarula and Kavumu. Our clinic helps 
us a lot, especially when there is a need to reconcile parties in conflict. 

It is a great pleasure to receive the keys to the South Idjwi Legal 
Clinic building. It is a first for NGOs and other humanitarians to 
see an organization thinking about sustainable development by 
building this monument. The people of Idjwi lack the words to 
express their joy for this gesture that the Panzi Foundation has 
just made by providing it with this legal framework for access to 
justice." 
Currently, the Panzi Foundation has 22 Legal Clinics in South 
Kivu as part of the realization of Dr. Denis Mukwege's vision of 
justice. A vision that extends throughout the province of South 
Kivu, throughout the DRC and even internationally. 
The Legal Pillar of the Panzi Foundation, which has in its 
attributions, the Legal Clinics, is one of the components of the 
holistic care model for victims of sexual violence, the Panzi 
Model.

The High Court of Kavumu 
pronounced 14 convictions and 4 
acquittals in South Idjwi. 

One week after the official handover of the 
Legal Clinic building to the South Idjwi 
community, the Kavumu District Court went to 
the south of Idjwi Island for a Fair Hearing. The 
TGI-Kavumu rendered judgment on 20 cases 
while sitting in the "Chambre Foraine" for cases 
of sexual violence from December 8 to 18, 2020. 

Thus, 18 cases were investigated, pleaded and 
judged and 2 cases were referred to a regular 
hearing on the grounds that a prisoner had 
escaped and another is already on provisional 
release. 

The court handed down 14 convictions and 4 
acquittals. In order to achieve this result, the 
Panzi Foundation provided not only the victims, 
but also the transportation and catering of the 
prisoners and the legal costs to ensure that the 
trial could take place without external reasons 
being invoked to justify its cancellation. 

The president of the court, Judge Shadrack 
Mwenyemali said he was satisfied with the way 
the hearing was conducted. He expressed his 
gratitude to the Panzi Foundation and the 
German Cooperation GIZ who facilitated the 
hearing in the Fairgrounds. 

Mr. Emmanuel Lubondo, Administrative 
Secretary of the Chiefdom of Ntambuka where 
the Fairgrounds Chamber was held, recognized 
that this approach, which consists in bringing 
justice closer to the people, contributes to 
ending impunity. He took this opportunity to 
invite the population of Idjwi to denounce all 
cases of human rights violations and especially 
gender-based violence.
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18 paralegals from 
the Panzi Foundation 

trained in Bukavu 
The Legal Clinic of the Panzi Foundation, which provides legal and 
judicial assistance to survivors and the vulnerable, organized on 
November 27th and 28th in Bukavu, a training of paralegals from 6 
Legal Clinics present in 5 territories of the DRC. 

Participants were trained in the management of a Legal Clinic, the reporting 
system, and how to collect success stories of people who have benefited from 
Legal Clinic support.  

Among the paralegals in training was Mr. Bernard Wabenga. Having served his 
community for 10 years, Bernard has many good and not-so-good memories of 
his work. He remembers the period when the territory of Shabunda was more 
gang-ridden by rape. Today, he says he feels the impact of the Legal Clinics since 
they have been implemented in the area characterized by a decrease in 
impunity. In fact, based on the cases documented by the Legal Clinic, the Panzi 

Foundation has been able to support mobile court hearings to try perpetrators 
of rape and other crimes committed against the civilian population.  

Most of the trials result in the conviction of the executioners who end up in the 
prisons of Kamituga and Bukavu. 

However, enormous challenges remain to be met, particularly in terms of 
accessibility to this territory, but also in terms of prison infrastructure.  
The Panzi Foundation's paralegals are multiplying communication strategies to 
enable the population to access basic notions of understanding Congolese law in 
order to prevent cases of violation of these rights. To do so, different tools and 
themes have been developed to change the behavior of beneficiaries such as the 
offences of sexual violence in Congolese law, laws on sexual violence, 
registration of children at the civil registry office, legal protection of the right to 
inheritance, ...'. 
The Legal Clinic is an institution of the Panzi Foundation created to serve as a 
practical field for the Legal and Legal Pillar of Panzi's holistic care model.  
The first Legal Clinic was created in 2009 by Professor Denis Mukwege in 
response to requests from survivors of sexual violence who, after receiving 
medical care at the Panzi General Reference Hospital, expressed their desire to 
bring their perpetrators to justice.  
The Legal Clinic thus brings people closer to justice, especially in remote areas. 

A project in 
perspective between 

the French 
development agency 

and Panzi Hospital 
 "The aim is to discuss with Dr Mukwege 

and his team the hospital's needs 
specifically in terms of capacity, equipment, 
training and financial management". These 

were the statements made by Didier 
Grebert, Director of the French 

Development Agency (AFD) in the DRC at 
the end of his meeting with Dr. Mukwege on 

Friday, November 27, 2020 at the Panzi 
Hospital. 

He indicated that the AFD-DRC wished to 
support the hospital with "significant 

support" from his institution in order to 
improve the services offered by the hospital 

to its various patients, mainly survivors of 
sexual violence.  

Didier Grebert, who is not on his first visit 
to Panzi, exchanged with Dr. Mukwege to 

identify the hospital's major needs. 

Capacity challenge 
Initially planned to accommodate 150 

patients, the Panzi Hospital currently has 
450 beds. 

In order to fill this gap, Dr. Mukwege has 
developed a plan to expand the hospital 
which, once materialized, will allow the 

structure to triple its capacity. This ultra-
modern standard project aims, among other 

things, to offer patients health care in an 
environment that protects them from any 

hygienic hazards. 

The Agence Française de Développement is 
a partner of the Panzi Foundation in 

replicating its holistic care model for the 
One Stop Center in Bangui, Central African 

Republic.  

In the past, the ADF has already supported 
the Panzi Hospital. 

"France supports all human rights 
defenders, and Dr. Mukwege, obviously, is 

one of the most representative people in 
this field," Didier Gerbert concluded. 
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The Andrée Blouin Cultural Center is a pan-African center created to promote pan-
Africanism, cultures, literature and the vision of great pan-African leaders who have 
marked our times.  
 
Andrée Blouin was a Central African activist, historian and writer contemporary of 
Patrice Lumumba. Close to several revolutionaries of the time, in 1950, she joined 
Sekou Toure's team to conquer the independence of Guinea before being expelled by 
General de Gaulle for her political activism. She then went to Congo and became a 
member of Patrice Emery Lumumba's protocol team. She was expelled from the 
country shortly before Lumumba's death and continued her activism until her death in 
1986.  
 
Several meetings for youth were organized at the Andrée Blouin Centre in Kinshasa 
and the November program included a conference entitled Breaking the Silence: The 
Mapping Report is not a taboo, aimed at 
informing youth about the situation in the 
east of the country and the importance of 
the recommendations of the UN Mapping 
Report which lists more than 617 war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and 

possibly genocide crimes committed in the 
DRC between 1993 and 2003. 

On this occasion, Therese Kulungu, Mapping Report specialist and former Executive Secretary 
of the Panzi Foundation, Professor Adolphe Voto, journalist and professor of communication 
at IFASIC, Astrid Tambwe and Percy Tambwe, were the panelists of this conference which 

brought together some 150 people in the conference room 
of the center on November 27th.  

Students, intellectuals and activists were particularly 
attentive to the interventions of the speakers.  

The questions addressed were numerous, from the case of 
Minembwe, to the content of the Mapping Report, to the 
creation of an International Criminal Tribunal to judge the 
crimes of the Congo. For nearly two hours, the panelists 
returned to these almost ignored aspects of Congolese 
history, such as the Lemera Massacre and the need to 
show courage and self-determination to stand up and 
denounce the abuses committed against the Congolese 
population.  

Makobola Massacre: Over 700 
people murdered

That was 22 years ago and yet the survivors and the families of the 
victims are still waiting for justice to do its work to judge their torturers.  

On the spot, on the occasion of the commemoration of the Makobola 
Massacre on December 31, 2020, Jean-Jacques Elakano, the advisor to 
the Head of State spoke to AfricaNews: "Our presence, as an authority, 
is also a message to the perpetrators of these crimes, that sooner or 
later, Justice will do its work and we are in favor of the establishment of 

the rule of law. The head of 
state himself in his speech 
spoke of the establishment 
of an International Criminal 
Tribunal to judge the crimes 
that are committed in the 
Congo.

Conference  
Breaking the Silence: The Mapping 

Report is not a taboo!  
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Dr. Denis Mukwege received the Minister of State for Human Rights, André Lite 
Asebea, and the Director of the Joint United Nations Office for Human Rights, 
Abdoul Aziz Thioye, in Panzi. 

In the DRC, the advocacy work of the Global Reparations Fund for Survivors (GSF) is beginning 
to resonate in the upper echelons of the Congolese society.  

In September, a delegation from the GSF met with the Minister of Human Rights, Andre Lite, as 
well as with Abdoul Aziz Thioye and his team from the United Nations Joint Human Rights 
Office.  
 
Being particularly determined, Andre Lite requested a meeting with Dr. Mukwege, co-founder of 
the GSF alongside Nadia Murad, in order to discuss the importance of reparations in the context 
of a process of Transitional Justice in the DRC, a subject that has been particularly neglected in 
the country for many years despite the emergency situation.  

A few weeks later, on November 17, 2020, Abdoul Aziz Thioye, the Director of the UNJHRO, 
traveled to Bukavu to meet Dr. Mukwege and it was around 11 a.m. local time that Minister André 
Lite joined him, leading a delegation composed of his advisor in charge of mining, energy and 
environmental issues, as well as the expert from his ministry in charge of Transitional Justice. In 
the presence of Maitre Aline Bahati, the head of the legal pillar of the Panzi Foundation, they 
exchanged orally for more than two hours on the emergencies facing the DRC. 

For the Minister, the objective of this unprecedented visit was to draw on the experience of the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner in order to put in place a reparation mechanism for the victims of 
atrocities committed in the DRC. André Lite made no secret of his satisfaction with the fruitful exchanges he had with Dr. Mukwege: "What 
delights me is that at least there, we are talking about anonymous Congolese, vulnerable Congolese, Congolese victims in their own country 
and we hope to pursue a strategic partnership. We have also benefited from his advice that will help us in our strategy to implement 
Transitional Justice". 

Dr. Denis Mukwege has been advocating for several years for the implementation of Transitional Justice in the DRC, to enable victims of 
crimes committed in the DRC to obtain justice and reparation. This plea seems to have a favorable echo with the country's political leaders, 
including the President of the Republic, as well as its Minister of Human Rights. "Reparations must be extra-judicial, by compensating 
victims, creating places of memory, setting up centers for survivors and families of victims; but these reparations must also be judicial, 
because what we want for the DRC is peace. As long as we live in a country where there is impunity, where criminals are not judged, armed 

conflicts will continue and you cannot organize reconciliations in a climate 
where criminals occupy high positions and are not convicted by justice. Until 
the truth is told, it will be impossible to rebuild anything healthy and 
sustainable in this country," Dr. Mukwege reacted.  

Minister Lite Asebea, explained that the establishment of a Transitional 
Justice is imperative to ensure the guarantee of non-recurrence: "We can not 
help but face reality: grant reparation to victims, hold perpetrators 
accountable whenever possible, and also ensure that what we deplore today, 
and that we deplored yesterday, can not be repeated," he continued. 

André Lite and Abdoul Aziz Thioye  
visit Panzi

«We can not help but 
face reality: grant 

reparation to 
victims, hold 
perpetrators 
accountable 

whenever possible» 

Master André Lite 
Minister of Human Rights of the 

DRC 

Photos @Daniel MUSAKA

Abdoul Aziz Thioye et le Dr Mukwege

André Lite and Dr. Mukwege



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2020                               PANZI FOUNDATION                                      NUMBER  12

 

The Minister of Human Rights has proposed 
practical solutions in order to build up a 
sufficient fund to be able to organize 
compensations covering the entire republic. 

Abdoul Aziz Thioye, the Director of the 
UNJHRO, looks back on this visit and the 
actions that came out of it: "With the Doctor 
we have a real convergence of views on the 
priorities and on how to fight against 
impunity in the DRC. We share common 
objectives and it was necessary to sit down to 
talk about a common strategy regarding the 
attitude to adopt. We agreed on the 
establishment of a national strategy that 
should serve as a guide for all existing 
initiatives and that can help the government 
to use it as a roadmap". After this meeting, 
several correspondences between the 
UNJHRO and Dr. Mukwege's office made it 
possible to designate a focal point to start the 
work: "Our office has regular working 
meetings with the focal point of Dr. 
Mukwege's office. The idea is to have a core 

group that develops elements of strategy that will serve as a basis for federation. It's time to 
stop the speeches and debates. I believe that everything that needed to be said has been said, 
now it's time for action. The Doctor's plea was taken up by the Head of State, who asked the 
United Nations High Commission for technical support for implementation in the fight 
against impunity," he expressed. 

The Panzi Foundation for the Minister of Human Rights making a step forward 

The next day, moved by the care that the Panzi Hospital makes available to the community, the Minister of State for Human Rights paid a 
visit to the Panzi Foundation. Upon arriving at the Foundation's site, André Lite first stopped at Maison Dorcas, the transit house for 
survivors. Aline Bahati, who was in charge of showing him around the Panzi infrastructures, spoke about this visit: "the Minister has just 
exchanged with the mother of a 3 year old survivor who was raped by a soldier". The person in charge of the Legal Pillar took advantage of 

this visit to ask crucial questions to the politician and to show him the daily reality 
on the ground. 
  
The Minister was then given a presentation of the actions that the Foundation is 
carrying out in favor of victims of sexual violence, as well as other vulnerable 
women, for their socio-economic reintegration into the community before visiting 
the Panzi Juice production unit and the Legal Clinic, which offers a free legal and 
judicial assistance program for survivors and vulnerable people. 

Before ending his stay in Panzi, Minister André Lite placed these words: "I came to 
Panzi, I understood many things. I will see how I can join your fight to make my 
contribution". 

50 women raped and without care in Kasapa 
prison in Lubumbashi for the past 2 months 

Since the end of September, more than 50 women inmates at the 
Lubumbashi prison have remained without care with their babies in a 
shed within the prison, while between September 25 and 28 were raped, 
some by as many as 20 prison inmates.  
Riots had started in Kasapa prison, the cells had been burned, and the 
women's wing had been stormed by men. 

Two months later, the victims still have not been able to see 
gynecologists, and there are reports of children and young boys also 
being sexually abused, according to credible information received by 
the UN. 

"We share common 
goals and it was 

necessary to sit down 
to talk about a 

common strategy on 
how to proceed. We 

agreed that a national 
strategy should be put 

in place to guide all 
existing initiatives 

and to assist the 
government in using it 

as a roadmap." 

Abdoul Aziz Thioye 
Director of BCNUDH
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The Panzi Foundation's Jewelry project aims to 
economically empower survivors of sexual violence and sex 
workers living near gold mines in South Kivu by training 
them to design, manufacture and sell ethically mined gold 
and semi-precious stone jewelry. The goal is to create a 
women's mining cooperative and establish both an ethical 
gold and semi-precious stone value chain managed by 
women. In addition to technical training in jewelry, 
participants receive training in entrepreneurship, finance, 
marketing and corporate social responsibility. The program 
also aims to improve sex workers' access to sexual and 
reproductive health services with the support of survivors 
already involved in the foundation's survivor support 
network. de la fondation. 

The project is currently focusing more particularly on 
communities living near the semi-precious stone mines for 
logistical and security reasons and hopes in the future to 
create a mining cooperative.  

Today, the Jewelry Project focuses on facilitating the 
integration of women into existing mining cooperatives. 

A first awareness campaign took place in the community of 
Kalungu during the week of November 30. The next 
campaign is planned for the month of February in the 
community of Numbi. 
The workshops in Goma and Bukavu (on the Panzi 
Foundation website) are already open and running. They 
focus on the transformation of colored stones. The trainers 
in transformation of raw materials have been trained in 
Tanzania.  
During the last week of November and the first week of 
December, the jewelry project carried out 3 missions 
simultaneously.  

Two missions concerned a training and sensitization session 
on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) and 
were carried out by Mrs. Guillaumette Tsongo Kanyere, also 
Deputy Coordinator of the National Movement of Survivors 
of Sexual Violence in the DRC. These two missions took 
place from November 26 to 28 and November 30 to 
December 2.  

The third mission was a training in trade and negotiation 
given by Mrs. Yvette Mwanza and managed by the project 
manager, Nicole Batumike. This mission took place from 
November 30 to December 4.  

The SSRD training workshop started on Friday, November 
27th with an official opening speech by the chief of the 
village of Kalungu, Mr. Ajuamungu Musafiri.  
The workshop was attended by 240 people from the villages 
of Kalungu, Chebumba and Bazoka, a pygmy village. Among 
the participants were local authorities, public officials, 
psychosocial assistants from listening houses, members of 
the intellectual elite, women, community relays, 
adolescents, local leaders, elders of the Protestant and 
Catholic churches, nurses, sex workers, mine operators, 
handlers of brewery products at the mining sites, small 
traders and farmers, but also actors of the civil society of 
Kalungu and its surroundings.  
The sensitization session started on December 1st. The 
awareness program included, among others, a

The Socio-
Economic 

Reintegration 
in Jewelry 

Manufacturing 
project has 
started its 
activities.

Photos @Nicole BATUMIKE

After several months of waiting due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the project for socio-
economic reintegration in jewelry manufacturing, known as the "Jewelry Project" 
initiated by the Panzi Foundation was able to start its practical activities in the field. 
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awareness presentation on the different forms of gender-
based violence and their consequences; a plenary session on 
rape and its consequences. The closing word of the workshop 
was given by the resident of the Civil Society of Kalehe 
Territory. 

The training in Commerce and Negotiation was given by 
Mrs. Yvette Mwanza, who holds among others the positions 
of General Director of G.C.GEM SARL, Director in charge of 
Administration, Finance and Human Resources of the 
mineral processing entity Rash and Rash, Member of the 
Provincial Council of the FEC/North Kivu in charge of Mines 
and President of the Chamber of Mines of North Kivu, ... 
This training aims to facilitate women's access to jobs in the 
mining sector.  

On Wednesday, December 2, the delegation visited the premises of the partners of the Chambers Federation and were 
introduced to gold processing. The 3 beneficiaries of the project based in Goma were able to share their experience with 
the beneficiaries of the training in Bukavu and the women living in the mining areas of Numbi in the transformation of 
materials. In the afternoon, the participants were able to visit the premises of the mining division and SAEMAPE. On 
Friday, the delegation had the opportunity to visit the premises of the Centre d'Expertise d'Evaluation et de Certification 
(CEEC). 

Nicole Batumike, Project Manager of the Jewelry Project, looks back on the intense activities of November and December: 
"These trainings give us a lot of hope about the impact of the Jewelry Project in the communities. The beneficiaries were 
particularly committed and motivated. Despite the high technical level of the trainings, the questions asked during the 
sessions were relevant, strategic and intelligent; while most of the participants did not have access to an advanced school 
education while growing up. This is an area where the lack of women is greatly felt. The last few days have given the 
recipients additional qualities that now set them apart from others working in the sector.  
Compared to the training that is given in the transformation of colored stones, we realize that this does not yet exist here, 
neither in North Kivu nor in South Kivu. It requires a lot of creativity and we are really developing a sector. It's not just a 
question of transposing a socio-economic reintegration program to the Panzi Foundation, it's really about creating 
something new for the country. Something that doesn't exist yet, with machines that are not available in the country. 
It's a really interesting challenge. 
When we visited the provincial divisions of the respective mines, we felt a great enthusiasm, because we are focused on a 
sector that is totally neglected. In the mining sector, they know that there is all this potential there that is not used at all 
here in the DRC and the project would really like to collaborate with the Ministry of Mines at some point. "she concluded.  

Commemoration of Minova 
Several hundred of them walked through the streets of the village of 
Minova on November 21.  
Located 45 km from the city of Goma in North Kivu, the infamous 
city of Minova had particularly drawn the spotlight on it following 
massive rapes perpetrated by soldiers on 19, 20, 21 and 22 November 
2020 and the high-profile international trial that followed. Leaving a 
bitter taste in the mouths of the survivors and the families of the 
victims, the trial resulted in the acquittal of almost all the 
defendants. Only three were convicted. 

As a reminder, during their flight following clashes between the FARDC 
and armed groups active in the northern part of Kivu, the FARDC 
looted, raped and sometimes killed men and women in the areas of 
Bweremana, central Minova, Bulenga and Kalungu between the dates 
of 19, 20, 21 and 22 November 2012. During this short but atrocity-
filled period, girls and women were systematically raped. Several reports written at the time denounced this barbarity and 
called for justice for the victims. Investigations were carried out, legal proceedings were initiated, and those involved in the 
episode were condemned. Today, five years after the verdict was pronounced, no reparations have been made. The known 
survivors, who were identified and returned to their communities after this long judicial ordeal, are leaving without any 
recognition of the harm they suffered.  
In memory of all the victims, a memorial day has been established in Minova.

Photos @Ston BIRINDWA
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8 years later, Minova is one of two communities in the DRC to be part 
of the first ever pilot reparations project of the Global Survivors Fund, a 
global reparations fund for survivors of sexual violence in conflict 
zones. The Global Survivors Fund was launched in October 2019 by 
activist Yezidie Nadia Murad and human rights activist Dr. Denis 
MUKWEGE, co-winners of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize.  

During the community meetings and sensitization sessions, Minova 
survivors mentioned the stigma they often face in their communities, 
which reinforces the feeling of victimization and a reliving of the tragic 
events they experienced. So, in memory of this day of horror in Minova, 
the Global Survivors Fund organized a conference-debate in the form of 
a public, community and open discussion around reparations and the 
role of communities in rebuilding the lives of survivors of sexual 
violence. Also on the program of the event was the screening of the film 
Sema of the National Movement of Survivors of Sexual Violence in the 
DRC directed by Machérie Ekwa, which has won numerous awards in 
international film festivals.  

The objective of this event was to amplify the voices of survivors of 
serious human rights violations in general, and those of survivors of 
sexual violence related to the conflict in the DRC in particular; to 
reduce the stigmatization of survivors of sexual violence in their 
communities and to open public debate around the need for 
reparations and commemoration. 

One of the survivors present in the field said: "The state must do 
everything possible to put an end to violence in all its forms in general 
and in South Kivu province in particular, we suggested that 
humanitarian NGOs intensify awareness raising with a focus on 
families as the nucleus and on the education of children in the homes. 

This commemoration will be remembered for the real determination of 
the participants to change the situation. 

Desanges Kabuo (left)  
Guillaumette Tsongo (right) 
Projection of Sema (below) 

Walking in the streets of Minova  (above) 
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A debate on 
Transitional Justice to 
close the campaign 16 

days of activism 
Badilika Project 

An open house on the themes of Transitional Justice and the 
Mapping Report marked the end of the 16 Days of Activism 
Against Gender Violence international campaign at the Panzi 
Foundation. On this occasion, several dozen activists were 
invited to reflect on the multitude of crimes committed in the 
DRC, whose perpetrators remain unpunished and whose 
victims go unpunished without reparation. 
It is on the occasion of the annual commemoration of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights that the Badilika 
Project of the Panzi Foundation has chosen to bring together 
civil society actors involved in the defense of women's rights 
and the promotion of gender, this Thursday, December 10, 
2020, at the French Institute of Bukavu.  
The discussions focused on the advent of Transitional Justice 
in a Democratic Republic of Congo that has gone through so 
many decades of armed conflict tinged with serious human 
rights violations. For the speaker of the day, Raphaël 
Wakenge, the materialization of this theme, which is one of 
Dr. Mukwege's main advocacy topics both nationally and 
internationally, faces a host of constraints, including those 
relating to the organization of justice at the national level and 
the jurisdiction of international courts. 
He points out that the judicial leverage of this system is 
experiencing unprecedented corrosion due to the 
involvement of the alleged perpetrators of crimes who, even 
today, hold high positions within the various institutions. To 
this end, it is impossible for victims to obtain justice because 
"an injunction is enough for everything to stop," said Mr. 
Raphael Wakenge. 
For this human rights defender, and coordinator of the 
Congolese Coalition for Transitional Justice, accountability 
remains difficult because "we are led in part by criminals. 
Raphaël Wakenge said that in addition to providing 
justice, transitional justice aims to find the truth, 
reparation for victims and reforms at all levels of 
society. 
Dr. Denis Mukwege has been making a strong plea for 
several years, calling for the establishment of an 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Congo, with a 
mandate to judge the various international and 
national personalities involved in the commission of 
crimes that can be qualified as war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and even crimes of genocide in the 
DRC. Once granted, this jurisdiction will constitute a 
significant step towards the establishment of 
Transitional Justice.  
Dr. Mukwege's plea is based on the UN Mapping 
Project Report, published in 2010, which lists 617 
crimes committed in the DRC between 1993 and 2003.  
Since then, this valuable work by UN experts, assisted 
by some Congolese civil society experts, has been kept 
in a drawer and its annexes kept secret from the UN 
Security Council. 

20th Anniversary 
of Resolution 1325  

On November 13 in Bukavu, 
on the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325 on 
Violence against Women, 
Dr. Mukwege called on the 
Congolese government to 
take responsibility for 
restoring peace throughout 
the country, taking into 
account the assets that Congolese women possess. 

Photos @Daniel MUSAKA
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Panzi News: How do you feel two months into your advocacy 
campaign? 
Reverend Eric Nsenga: "I can say that there is a sense of hope in 
the struggle. » 

Panzi News: What comes out of these exchanges?  
Rev. Eric Nsenga: "After this advocacy, even state institutions, 
international organizations and the diplomatic corps converged 
towards the same opinion, which is that we need a model specific to 
the DRC in terms of Transitional Justice. We need to build a clear 
narrative and this is really what we are working on, because finally 
Transitional Justice is a concept that is very little known, even in 
intellectual circles. » 

Panzi News: Regarding the justice and jurisdiction to be adopted 
to judge the crimes of Congo, what is your position and what 
emerges from the exchanges?  
Rev. Eric Nsenga: "There is a debate about the jurisdiction that 
should be adopted. Should we strengthen local justice, create an 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Congo, mixed Specialized 
Chambers, ...? We would like to have a Special Tribunal, but if there 
are too many constraints, we can fall back on mixed chambers. 

Panzi News: How have you been received by international 
organizations in particular?  
Rev. Eric Nsenga: "During the last discussions with the European 
Parliament, we were encouraged to continue our advocacy with the 
Congolese government. If the government and civil society speak the 
same language, it will be a success. We need national leadership that 
cannot be based on contradictions. » 

Panzi News : How were you received by the President of the 
Senate, Alexis Thambwe Mwamba?  
Rev. Eric Nsenga: "He welcomed the initiative and his proposal 
was that we come to an agreement and sit down to discuss and have 
the same language. For him, we must not be fooled by each other's 
conclusions and we must remain autonomous from the visions of 
the International Community. He wants us to find cohesion as a 
Nation. 
For us, Transitional Justice is not about settling scores. It is the 
recognition of the facts, the restoration of the truth, the healing of 
memories, reparations for victims, the re-founding of our identity 
myth, the founding myth that makes each nation exist on a common 
vision, on living together, on values. It is about looking to the 
future. "

The Church of Christ in Congo 
Continues to Advocate for 
Transitional Justice in the DRC 
October 1, 2020 marked the 10th anniversary of the 
publication of the UN Mapping Report. On this occasion, 
the Justice, Peace and Safeguard Commission of the 
Department of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
of the Citizen of the Church of Christ in Congo (ECC), in 
association with several civil society movements, launched 
a strong campaign against impunity and for the creation of 
an International Criminal Tribunal and Specialized Mixed 
Chambers to try crimes committed on Congolese territory 
for more than two decades.  
 
Since their October 1 conference in Kinshasa, ECC and the 
movements have been actively continuing their advocacy in the 
capital with political leaders to move the lines.  

The consortium traveled to the Senate, where they spent nearly an 
hour talking with the President of the Senate, Alexis Tambwe 
Mwamba, the Prime Minister, the Minister of Human Rights, and 
the Minister Delegate for Social Affairs in charge of the 
Handicapped and other Vulnerable Persons, the Vice-Minister of 
Justice representatives of the European Union, the European 
Parliament, the World Bank, the Embassy of England, Germany, 
Belgium, France, with the Secretary General of the United Nations, 
Lawyers without Borders, the National Human Rights Commission, 
the Constitutional Court. The ECC was also received by the 
President of the Republic on the occasion of the National 
Consultations. 

Maitre Thérèse Kulungu, former Executive Secretary of the Panzi 
Foundation is the advocacy officer of the Justice, Peace and 
Safeguard Commission of the ECC's Department of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms: "Our objective is to inform all 
decision-makers of the work we are currently doing regarding the 
Mapping Project report, awareness raising and advocacy. » 

Rev. Eric Nsenga, National Coordinator of ECC, answered questions 
from Panzi News:  

Panzi News: So far, how have you been received by state 
authorities and international organizations? 

Reverend Eric Nsenga: "We feel a real satisfaction from all the 
interlocutors, especially since both churches are involved in this 
struggle. Our interlocutors wondered why, as churches, we kept 
silent on these questions when we have a real historical and 
sociological weight that could, today, bring a great contribution in 
this struggle. And we must be clear, we are not only acting as a 
church here, but also by involving citizen movements.  
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Activities carried out in each pillar within the various 
projects of the Panzi Foundation, in the Panzi 

Hospital, in our hospitals and in all the areas in 
which our projects are active 

Period from October 25th 2020 to December 20th 2020 

THE PANZI MODEL 

Developed by Dr. Mukwege, the Panzi Model 
organizes comprehensive care for survivors of 
sexual violence around four pillars that allow 
survivors to rebuild themselves, be independent, 
and to reintegrate into society in a sustainable 
way. The Panzi Model is implemented at Panzi 
Hospital and at Panzi One Stop Centers

© Photo Josh ESTEY

Arrival at One Stop Center  
Panzi Hospital, the Mulamba Hospital Center, the Bulenga Hospital Center or the 

Panzi Clinic in Kinshasa

Departure from One Stop Center

SVS = Survivors of sexual 
violence / GBV = Gender-based 
violence / PEP = Post-exposure 
prophylaxis / APS = Psycho-
social assistant / CSO = One Stop 
Center / MUSO = Mutuelle de 
Solidarité /CRS = School 
Recovery Center

-867 new cases were taken care of by the Psychosocial 
Pillar in the 3 OSCs and at other Panzi Foundation sites within 
the community

275 cases were survivors of sexual violence, of which  53 
were minors

- 177 patients came to their appointments to complete the 
psychosocial care services

- 49 cases of prolapse and 11 cases of fistulas were also 
treated

- 156 survivors were discharged after re-establishing their 
emotional balance and returned to their communities

- 78 active listening sessions and 53 home visits were carried 
out by psychologists and APS to 21 children from the school 
recovery centers of Luhwindja and Kamituga

- 21 children were visited at their homes by the psychosocial 
workers of the Children of Panzi and Elsewhere project, and there 
was good improvement and reintegration into their families and 
communities

-6 therapeutic education sessions were carried out with the 
parents of SVS children from Kavumu and Bunyakiri on the signs 
and symptoms of psychological suffering in children who have 
suffered trauma, including sexual violence.

- 9 pscho-education sessions were carried out with 67 patients 
suffering from diabetes on 'how to manage the stress generated by 
diabetes'

-Training sessions for national trainers from Uganda and Rwanda 
were d out on the harmonized module of the Panzi Foundation and 
Regional Training Facility (RTF)

-Training of focal points in different health zones of the Umbrella 
project  
 

PSYCHOSOCIAL PILLAR
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-Evaluation of 30 patient files in relation to psychosocial 
services received from psychologists and APS

-Formative psychosocial supervision in the Bulenga and 
Mulamba hospitals as well as consultation sessions in 
pairs with the psychologists and APS from these 2 
centers

-Therapeutic outing for 50 agents of the Panzi 
Foundation in Goma for 3 days, including activities 
regarding: love of work, conference on stress 
management, dance therapy, and a football match with 
colleagues from Heal Africa

-3 home monitoring missions were carried out for 75 
former survivors of GBV in the territories of Walungu, 
Kalehe, and Uvira

-Psychologists prepared a Fairground Audience in Idjwi 
as part of the project funded by GIZ

-An interview session with Professor Adelaïde on the 
psychological management of cases deemed 
complicated by psychologists. A total of 6 psychologists 
and 4 APS took part in this session.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PILLAR

Socio-economic reintegration reflects the activities at the 
start of the development phase for women who have 
suffered various kinds of violence, and who were 
followed in the emergenchy phase in the other pillars. 
This report contains 6 main points which describe the 6 
themes developed by the Inclusion-Appropriation-
Sustainability of Reintegration approach at the Panzi 
Foudnation, in addition to teh coordination aspects of the 
pillar:

Pick up in transit

During the last two months, a total of 211 beneficiaries 
have benefited from healthy food, social supervision, and 
the provision of hygiene kits in the various transit centers 
at Panzi, namely at Maison Dorcas (65 beneficiaries, 
including 33 adults and 32 dependents); in the Panzi Safe 
Houses (25 minors and children), in Kinshasa (3 
beneficiaries including 2 adults and 1 minor); in 
Bunyakiri (2 adults); in Nyangezi (1 adult); and in 
Luhwinja (118 children including 66 boys and 52 girls).

Learning & Apprenticeship

Despite the threat of the coronavirus, training activities in 
the various sectors continued to follow their normal 
course. The 291 beneficiaries for the months of November 
and December participated in all areas of intervention.

- Literacy: 145 beneficiaries; 

- Cutting and Sewing: 48 beneficiaries;

- Pastry making: 39 beneficiaries;

- Soap making: 21 beneficiaries;

- IT: 19 beneficiaries;

- Brading and manufacturing of wigs: 2 beneficiaries;

- Agro Pastorale: 17 beneficiaries; 

Transversal training courses which were also provided 
to beneficiaries, including: Jewelery (6 participants); 
Maroquinerie (3 participants); Law (73 participants); 
and reproductive health (73 participants) 

Awareness

Raising awareness took place at all of Panzi Foundation's 
intervention sites, while respective the protective 
measures of Covid-19

Production and promotion

Mutual of Solidarity (MUSO)

The activities of 449 Mutuals of Solidarity were 
moitored in the different axes, namely: Kaziba, 
Kamanyola, Katogota, Luvungi, Bwegera, Bulenga, 
Kavumu, Katana, Kalehe, Mulamba, Luhwinja, Idjwi, 
Bunyakiri, and Kamituga

Weekly contributions continue to be made according 
to the amounts fixed in the MUSOs. Credit requests, 
as well as assitance requests, are processed and 
granted accordingly.

17 business plans from 17 MUSOs were selected 
during the month of December for funding

19 beneficiaries, including 10 adults and 9 minors, 
were reintegrated by the Maison Dorcas house and 
were given reintegration kits.

In preparation for the grants forseen by the PRVBG 
project, a mission was organized to Mulamba and 
Bulenga to ensure that this grant will be given to 
existing MUSOs and to the beneficiaries whose main 
activities are commerce. 
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LEGAL PILLAR

Legal Support
A total of 665 requests for assistance were received by 
the legal pillar, including  144 cases of SV; 500 cases 
of GBV and 21 land cases. SV files were allocated to 
lawyers to study, constitute elements, draft 
complaints, and follow-up judicially. 175 cases were 
reconciled and closed

Judicial follow-up of cases

-160 cases were regularly followed up in ordinary 
court before the competent judicial bodies, both civil 
and military (police, prosecution, prosecutors, 
tribunals, and courts) among which 28 judgements 
were obtained including 21 convictions, 1 divorce 
decree, and 1 case in which there could be no more 
action following the death of the accused person. 
There were 5 cases of acquittals.

For local legal clinics
- 44 cases were followed up before teh police, the 
public prosecutor's office of Bukavu, the TGI Bukavu, 
the TMG Bukavu, and the Bukavu Children's Court

For local legal clinics

As part of the PIAH project
28 cases were regularly followed up with before the 
judicial authorities:

In Uvira, 12 cases; in Idjwi North, 5 cases; in 
Kamituga, 3 cases; in Luhwindja, 2 cases; in 
Sahbunda, 6 cases.

For the project financed by GIZ:

32 cases were regularly followed up with before the 
judicial authorities:

16 cases in Idjwi South; 10 cases in Mwenga; and 6 
cases in Kaziba.

Nobela Centers (Production and sales points)

The activities in the various Nobela centers are 
progressing well. Regular monitoring is 
important to ensure that women stay in the 
agreed activites.

Note that 7 Nobela Centers have already opened 
in Bukavu and are operational

Income Generating Activites (IGA)

In all areas of intervention (Kamanyola, Katogota, 
Luvungi, Bwegera, Nyangezi, Mulamba, Kamituga, 
Luhwinja, Idjwi, Kavumu, Katana, Kalehe, 
Bulenga, Bunyakiri, Minova, etc.) income-
generating activities for beneficiaries are 
progressing well. Taking advantage of the 
preparation visit to support the MUSOs, Panzi was 
able to visit certain activities of beneficiaries in 
Mulamba and Bulenga. Observations include a need 
for working capital and that activities are 
progressing well. The lack of outlet, marketing 
policy, and management concepts are areas to be 
improved.

Agro-pastoral production

At all of Panzi's intervention sites, agro-pastoral 
activities are progressing well. In Mulamba and 
Bulenga, Panzi carried out a preparation mission to 
launch more agro-pastoral activities. Panzi visited 
MUSOs and observed community activities that 
have successfully progressed. Field schools have 
been chosen and activities will begin as soon as the 
amendment is signed by the Social Fund.

Home Improvement

A hangar is under contruction in Kakondo/Katana 
and should be finished by November 30th. There are 
two rooms that will be used, including one used for 
psychological listening
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For the Umbrella Project

 27 cases were followed up with, including 5 from Kaniola 
and 22 in Lemera

As part of the project funded by ECI  
8 cases were followed up with, including 7 in Miti-Murhesa 
and 1 in Birava

As part of the project financed by the Global Fund
3 cases were brought to court

For the legal clinic of Kinshasa

9 cases including 1 case pleaded taken under advisement

For the PRVBG Tanganyika project

12 cases of child rape were followed up before various 
courts and offices in Kalemie

Public hearings:

2 mobile hearings were organized with funding from the 
German Development Fund (GIZ) in Idjwi South and the 
PIAH project in Uvira:

For Idjwi South, out of a total of 20 cases, 14 convicting 
judgements were obtained, 4 acquittals, and 2 cases were 
referred to the ordinary hearing.

For Uvira, 22 judgements were obtained during the 
fairground organized by the Court of Appeals of Bukavu, 
among which 14 were confirmations of sentences, 7 
annulments, and 1 acquittal.

Awareness 

While respecting the preventative measures of Covid-19, 
community sensitization focused on 308 sessions organized 
with a goal of informing the community on legal issues. A 
total of 11,488 people were reached by these sessions, 
including 3,790 men and 7,168 women, 292 girls, and 238 
boys.

The themes addressed during these sessions focused on 
different forms of sexual violence, land conflicts resulting 
from inheritance, the impact and importance of land security 
for women, the registration of children in civil status, the 
right to inheritance, child protection, women's rights 
commonly violated in practice and custom, the importance 
of civil marriage and the consequences of early marriage, 
the neglect of children, the objectives of the legal clinic and 
its role in the community, domestic violence, the 
registration of children within the time limit of the civil 
status law and the rights of a child at birth, the presentation 
of the actions of the Panzi Foundation and available 
services, communication and education relating to 
promotion of women's rights, Resolution 1325, and 
innovations in the family code

Radio Show

Along with community sensitization sessions, Panzi also 
broadcasted radio shows to reach a greater number of 
people. 60 programs were produced, broadcast and/or 
rebroadcast in the Uvira axis on People's Messenger radio; 
in the Kamituga axis on Salama radio; in the North Kdjwi 
axis on Obuguma radio; in the Shabunda axis on Mutula 
radio; in the Kalemie axis on RTGT radio; in the Bukavu 
axis on Maendeleo radio; in the Miti-Murhesa and Birava 
axis on Gorilla Radio.

The Themes
Marriage under Congolese law; the importance of civil 
marriage; women's rights commonly violated in practice/
custom; sexual violence in general; forms of sexual 
violence in Congolese law; sexual harrassment; the 
services avaialble within the Panzi Foundation in the 
Kalemie health zone; medical and psycho-social activities 
carried out by Panzi Foundation in Kalemie, etc.

Other activities carried out

- Official handover of the Idjwi South Legal Clinic 
building by GIZ to Panzi Foundation;

- Official delivery of registration certificate in Kaziba to 
beneficiaries of the project funded by ECI;

- Holding an exchange workshop with local leaders and 
young people as a 16-day campaign by activists in 
Mwenge, Idjwi South, and Kaziba on the applicability of 
the recommendations of the Mapping Report. 150 people 
participated, including 50 people per axis

-Participation in the interdisciplinary meeting at HGRP on 
the holistic care circuit centered on the person;

-End of the supervision and coaching mission with the 
staff of the legal clinic in Fizi on behalf of the project 
financed by Global Fund

- Participation à la réunion interdisciplinaire à HGRP sur le 
circuit de prise en charge holistique centré sur la 
personne ; 

- Clôture de la mission de supervision et coaching avec le 
staff de la clinique juridique de Fizi pour le compte du 
projet financé par le Fonds Mondial. 
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