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CONDEMNATION OF 
13 PERPETRATORS  
OF RAPE IN MINOVA

MAPPING REPORT: 
REMEMBERING THE 

KANIOLA MASSACRES, 14 
YEARS LATER

REVIEW OF THE 22ND 
MINIMALLY INVASIVE 

SURGERY MISSION AT 
PANZI HOSPITAL

13 NEW DOCTORS 
TRAINED IN VAGINAL 
SURGERY AT PANZI 

HOSPITAL

T h e y a r e c h i l d r e n r e l e a s e d f r o m m i n e s , 
prostitution, forced labor or stigmatized by society 
because of the results of rape, but their 
determination to change their destiny is stronger 
than anything! 186 students, who are enrolled in 
the different School Recovery Centers or school 
structures created and/or supported by the Panzi 
Foundation of Dr. Mukwege and others who are in 
the formal education system supported by the 
Foundation, have passed the National End of 
School Test for Primary Studies (TENAFEP) and it 

is with immense joy that the Panzi teams 
heard about the superb results of our 
young people, the future of the Congolese 
nation! 

PANZI    NEWS

Our greatest pride! 
Brilliant success from 
students educated 
through various 
projects of Panzi 
Foundation

Dr. Mukwege visiting the Luhwindja School 
Recovery Center in June 2020

Photos @Ston BIRINDWA 
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The 2019-2020 school year has been a 
difficult year for Congolese children. The 
year has seen many disruptions following the 
strike movements observed by the teaching 
staff for non-payment of salaries. 

The Covid-19 pandemic caused significant 
disruptions in all sectors, contributing to the 
confusion that reigned throughout the year 
between teachers and government on one 
hand and parents and educators on the 
other. 

It is in this context that the Panzi Foundation 
continued to support 2,500 children 
excluded from the school system, through its 
School Recovery Centers. 186 students 
passed the National Primary Studies Test, 
including 91 girls and 95 boys. 

According to Abraham Barhinjibanwa Brazos, education expert at the Panzi 
Foundation, “The success rate was 99.4% for all children supported by our various 
Panzi Foundation projects and 100% for children attending school in our Centers. of 
School Recovery. The students of the APEF, Luhwindja, and Cremetral, Kamituga 
School Recovery Centers, the Denis Mukwege School Complex and the classes 
organized at the Dorcas House and on the various Dorcas Rural project sites have been 
brilliant this year," he explains. 

We also remember the results of the 2018 school year , which was also successful for 
the children supported by Panzi Foundation. The students obtained the best results in 
the province of South Kivu with 100% success. 

Children released from mines, prostitution, or who were born of rape 

When these children succeed, it is all the more impressive that some of them worked in 
inhumane conditions in the mining squares of Luhwindja and Kamituga. Since the 
2016-2017 school year, the project has recovered 429 children, including 223 girls and 
206 boys, all of whom came out of artisanal mines where they were exploited as sex 
slaves. Others did not have access to schools because they were stigmatized by their 

communities. This is an achievement 
for most of these children taken care of 
by the structures of the Panzi 
Foundation. 

Many are also receive follow-up 
psychological care, they rebuild a 
future by their courage and their 
determination on the benches of the 
school. 
 
In the Luhwindja School Recovery 
Center, children also receive a rabbit 
that they take care of in a hutch built 
on the school plot and cultivate their 
own small fields organized around 
their classes in order to learn how to 
cultivate and how to take care of 
nature. The goal is also to have a 
balanced diet to promote their 
concentration in class and relieve their 
families. 

"The success rate is 
99.4% in our School 

Recovery Centers and 
100% in other schools 

where children's 
education is supported 

and organized by 
various Panzi 

Foundation projects." 

Abraham Barhinjibanwa 
Brazos,  

Education expert at Panzi 
Foundation

Photos @Arsène LWABANJI

Photos @Maud-Salomé EKILA
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When the TNEP results 
came out in October, 
outbursts of joy could 
be heard among the 
employees of the 
Foundation and Panzi 
Hospital. 

Bravo to our children, 
the future of our 
country, these 
successes are the 
greatest symbol of hope 
in this context of 
conflicts which has 
lasted for nearly 25 
years in eastern DR 
Congo!

Photos @Arsène LWABANJI

"While M23 was rife in North Kivu, on 
October 25, 2012, 5 armed men assaulted 

Dr. Mukwege's home, taking his daughters 
hostage until he returned, with the 

intention of executing him. When Dr. 
Mukwege, who did not suspect anything, 

entered his property, his guardian and 
friend, Joseph "Jeff", intervened and was 

killed while trying to protect Dr. Mukwege 
from the bullets aimed at him. 8 years later, 

as if to according to the Mapping Report, 
no investigations were carried out and his 

murderer went unpunished. 

In memory of Jeff, who sacrificed himself 
so that the Mukwege family would continue 
to have a husband, father, son and brother, 
so that we would continue to have a doctor 

alive for our mothers and sisters, so that 
the world would have a living 2014 

Sakharov Prize, a living Roosevelt Prize and 
Seoul Peace Prize 2016, a living Nobel Prize 

... 

In memory of Jeff, little known hero who 
sacrificed himself on October 25, 2012 so 
that our hero Dr. Denis Mukwege would 

survive ” 

 Igomokelo Lubula

October 25, 2012…. We remember

Proclamation of the TNEP 
results at the Luhwindja CRS

Photos @Edouard ELIAS
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The fairground hearing organized in Minova by the 
Kavumu District Court ended on Tuesday, October 20, 
2020 with the conviction of 13 perpetrators of sexual 
violence and the acquittal of 3 other defendants. 

These judgments were pronounced publicly before the 
residents of Minova who followed the trial with interest. 

Among the 13 convicted, all from the city of Minova and its 
outskirts, a man in his twenties was sentenced to 7 years of 
penal servitude for having raped three young boys between 
the ages of 8 and 15 years old. 

Another 45-year-old man was convicted of sexually 
assaulting a 5-year-old girl and was sentenced to 10 years in 
prison. He was ordered to compensate the family of the 
victim. According to the facts, the perpetrator committed 
these rapes while he was in the business of the victim's 
family located in the same building as their home. While 
the victim's mother was collecting the requested products 
from her storage room, the perpetrator immobilized the 
child and began to rape her. Alerted by her daughter's cries 
of distress, the mother surprised the rapist in the act. 

These acts unfortunately illustrate the level of barbarism 
that our society has reached. 

The sentences to be served by the 13 convicted vary 
between 3 and 10 years in prison, but only 16 inmates 
appeared at the Minova fairground, while around 20 were 
expected. According to the Public Prosecutor's Office, this

disparity is due to the fact that some detainees, are 
imprisoned in penitentiary structures  that are difficult to 
access and could not be present. Their cases should be 
dealt with at the next regular hearings. 

Good justice and law enforcement 

Given the socio-cultural context, the fairground in 
Minova serves as a lesson in an area where cases of 
sexual violence are recorded daily. 

In her address at the end of the hearing, Maitre Aline 
Biruru Bintu, counsel for the defendants, praised the 
organization of this particular judicial exercise. She 
praised the great involvement of the Panzi Foundation, 
supported by the World Bank, through the DRC Social 
Fund. 

However, Maitre Bintu suggested to the Panzi 
Foundation to strengthen the awareness-raising sessions  
through its Legal Clinics, especially those located in 
Minova, in order to prevent these serious violations as 
much as possible: “The Legal Clinics of the Panzi 
Foundation would benefit from pushing their outreach 
work here on the ground. We must not wait for the 
population to fall under the blow of the law to be judged, 
it is also necessary that the population is warned," she 
insisted. 

Minova: 
Condemnation of 13 
perpetrators of rape

Photos @John ACHIZA
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For the Tribunal de Grande Instance of Kavumu, this hearing was 
considered satisfactory. When the verdicts were pronounced, the 
President of the Court took ten minutes to explain to the public the 
risk incurred by any citizen who would strive to commit rape on adults 
or children: "We hope that this hearing and the activities carried out 
here will have served as a lesson for the population in order to fully 
understand the seriousness of these acts [of sexual violence],” said 
Chadrack Mwenyimali Balemba, Acting President of the Kavumu 
Tribunal de Grande Instance. 

The First Deputy of the Public Prosecutor of the Tribunal de Grande 
Instance of Kavumu condemned these acts of rape which have become 
commonplace in the region. He stated: “Rape is a scourge that plagues 
our society. Thus, the one who will fall under this blow, will undergo 
the rigor of the law ”. 

This hearing, supported by the Panzi Foundation, is in line with the 
actions taken to end impunity for crimes of sexual violence. 

During this last quarter of 2020, it is the third trial to be held after the 
trials of Luvungi and Baraka. In order to continue this campaign to 
suppress acts of rape, many more court hearings will be held in various 
parts of the South Kivu province, such as in Mwenga, Uvira and Idjwi. 

The Tribunal de Grande Instance of Bukavu is investigating the case 
opposing the Public Prosecutor's Office and the civil parties 
constituted, to a man accused of having repeatedly raped 14 little boys. 

Two years ago, Dr. Denis Mukwege won the Nobel Peace 
Prize alongside Nadia Murad 

It is with great emotion that we recall  October 5, 2018 when cries of joy resounded throughout the Panzi Hospital.  
Dr. Mukwege, then in the operating room, did not immediately understand what was going on, but the cheers that his 
colleagues chanted in the corridors of the hospital were getting closer and became clearer and clearer... A few minutes 
later, he spoke: "This prize is the prize of all Congolese, I dedicate it to all these Congolese heroines who are rising up 
despite the pain and the obstacles."

Photos @John ACHIZA
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Distribution of 
school kits in 

Ruzizi and Idjwi 
Nord 

1,584 children of beneficiaries of the Panzi 
Foundation's Integrated Holistic Support 
Program for Survivors of Sexual Violence 
project received school assistance during the 
past academic year. 

On the occasion of the new school year, in the 
month of October, a mission led by Archimède 
Mubagwa Matata, assistant coordinator within 
the Dorcas Rurale project, made several trips to 
the Ruzizi Plain and in Idjwi North to bring 
school supplies for the children of beneficiaries. 

Support for school consists of the donation of 
school kits to children as well as the payment of 
school fees in the event that the free education 
promised by the Congolese state was not yet 
implemented. The aim is to support these 
children who have difficulty studying normally, 
given the precarious situation of their parents.

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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13 doctors from the health zones of Walungu, Mulungu, Kalole, Fizi, Kalonge, Kitutu, 
Kamituga, the Uvira highlands, Minova as well as Ibanda have received a certificate 
attesting to their training in vaginal surgery at Panzi Hospital on October 24, 2020. 

After 3 months of training, the doctors will return to work in the field and practice  
medicine which mainly affects women living in very precarious conditions and who 
generally do not have access to adequate care to treat their urogenital pathology. 

This theoretical and practical training was organized by the Panzi Hospital as part of the 
Repair of Uro-genital and Lower Digestive Fistulas project of the Panzi Foundation. It 
consists of strengthening the capacities of doctors in the vaginal management of 
urogenital fistula, lower digestive tract, as well as genital prolapse. 

Speaking on behalf of Dr. Mukwege who was absent from the ceremony due to medical 
emergencies, Dr. Christine Amissi, Executive Secretary of the Panzi Foundation, 
reminded his colleagues of the delicacy of the management of gynecological pathologies, 
as well as the fragility of the genitals in the event of mistreatment: “The woman must not 
be manipulated, she must be treated. A failed fistula can make the patient's disability 
worse. We ask you to apply the good practices that you have learned here. We also 
encourage you to educate women suffering from gynecological pathologies to come and 
consult in order to be relieved of this disability. If you have a lot of fistula cases, don't 
hesitate to contact your trainers! They can always support you in your work, within the 
framework of the management of urogenital fistula," she reassured members of the 
training. 

The training, which began in the midst of the health crisis linked to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, introduced learners to the practice of minimally invasive surgery with the team 
of Professor Dr. Guy-Bernard Cadière, who regularly carries out support and training 
missions to the Panzi Hospital (See page 12). 

Touched by the work of Dr. Mukwege for more than 20 years, the 13 doctors have made a 
commitment to carry out the fight against sexual violence, which is one of the root causes

Doctors from South Kivu received training in vaginal surgery at 
Panzi Hospital in order to strengthen their expertise

“The woman 
must not be 

manipulated, she 
must be treated. 

A failed fistula 
can worsen the 

patient's 
disability... Also, 

we encourage you 
to educate 

women suffering 
from 

gynecological 
pathologies to 

come and consult 
in order to be 

relieved of this 
disability." 

Dr. Christine Amissi 
Executive Secretary of 

Panzi Foundation

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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After the cities 
of Woluwé-

Saint-
Lambert, Ath, 

Brussels, 
Melun and 

Angers, Dr. 
Mukwege was 

appointed 
honorary 

citizen of the 
city of Paris on 

October 8, 
2020

of the resurgence of gynecological pathologies in 
eastern DRC: "With us by your side, you have every 
reason to believe in the outcome of your struggle. 
With us by your side, the law of silence concerning 
the mistreatment and violence against Congolese 
women, causing urogenital and lower digestive 
fistulas, will be broken ”. 

Since this training was initiated, Panzi Hospital has 
had to train more than 120 doctors from various 
parts of the country. A course that is supported by 
the World Bank, through the DRC Social Fund, 
Fistula Foundation, EngenderHealth as well as the 
King Baudouin Foundation.

A Panzi team spoke with the National 
Reproductive Health Program (PNSR) to 
expand the Panzi Foundation's Post-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) project. 

The purpose of this first meeting was to establish 
contact with NGOs, UNFPA and the Provincial 
Division of Health, which directed the Panzi team 
to the PNSR in charge of cases of sexual violence. 

A meeting was held with the chief doctors of 36 
health zones in Kinshasa during which the Panzi 
Foundation's tracking system for collecting data 
in real time, the VBG Tracker, was presented. 

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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Panzi News Mapping Report Column

The Mapping Project Report lists 617 crimes of genocide, war crimes and 
serious violations of human rights and international law over 570 pages, 

covering the period from 1993 to 2003 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 10 years after its 
publication, the DRC is still awaiting the establishment of a special jurisdiction to try Congo's 
crimes as recommended by the Mapping report 

Located 65 km from the town of Bukavu, Kaniola is one of 
the groupings in Walungu territory in the province of South 
Kivu. On the morning of October 10, 2020, this small 
Burgundy of 85,000 inhabitants attracted the attention of 
the entire province of South Kivu. Ministers, MPs, members 
of non-governmental organizations and human rights 
activists came to commemorate a sad anniversary. The calm 
that greeted the hosts of Kaniola this Saturday in October 
has still not characterized this region occupied mainly by 
the Shi tribe. Fourteen years ago, Rwandan Hutu rebels left 
the village bereaved, leaving behind several hundred dead 
and raped women. 

One American dollar. This is the amount that each woman 
in Kaniola contributed towards the construction of a 
memorial in memory of all the known victims of the 
massacres which bereaved the villages of Kaniola and 
Nindja for more than 12 years. A few bones and several 
hundred names inside this memorial recall the fires, rapes, 
murders and looting that plagued the daily life of the people 
of Kaniola. “We cannot say exactly how many people have 
died because there are missing people who have never been 
found even until today," confides Albert Kahasha, a former 
colonel of the armed forces of the  

Fourteenth anniversary of the Kaniola Massacre: 
An unfulfilled thirst for justice 

Democratic Republic of Congo. It was thanks to a popular 
self-defense militia created by Albert Kahasha that the 
populations of Kaniola and Nindja were able to defeat the 
Rwandan Hutu rebels. In 2018, he was elected provincial 
deputy in South Kivu. 

A memorial not to be forgotten 

Named 'Place of the Martyrs of Kaniola and Nindja', the 
place that houses this memorial leaves no one indifferent. 
“No human being can have the strength to relate what really 
happened in Kaniola. Albert Kahasha warns in a voice that 
did not conceal his emotion, a feeling that was confirmed 
after hearing the various testimonies. Kidnapped on 
October 9, 2006, Guillaume Bisimwa is the only survivor of 
a group of 187 people kidnapped on the same day as him. 
For over 5 months, he witnessed all kinds of atrocities. “We 
were tied up like slaves. They took a woman who was eight 
months pregnant. They cut off her private parts and forced 
her to eat his own flesh before disemboweling her - they 
told us - to show us how a fetus behaves. Some of us had our 
arms and legs cut off before preparing them and feeding 
them to us. They forced us to use their urine as a sauce," the 
inhabitant of Nindja testified. 

After spending more than 4 years in a medical facility in 
Bukavu, including one year and eight months in intensive 
care, this father of three children who still bears the stigma 
has not been able to recover all his physical abilities. “I 
received 450 string shots every day for 5 months. I only ate 
one banana a week. They stuck several spears through my 
body. They put my feet on the fire. If I showed you my legs, 
you can run away. I can no longer work because my body 
has weakened," relates the one who calls himself 'The 
dancer of Jesus' because his existence is only a miracle of 
God.  

Currently a mother of 5 children, Diane Mudekereza was 
kidnapped by the same rebels in April 2006. “I was released 
in 2007. All the women who became pregnant after the rape 
were also released with me. She was the one who provided 
the intelligence that

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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allowed Albert Kahasha's troops to destroy the Hutu rebel 
strongholds. “I did not want to provide any information because 
the Hutus had promised to exterminate the family of anyone who 
would provide any information to Albert Kahasha’s troops. But 
when I thought about all the harm they did to my community, I 
agreed to die as long as the information I was about to provide 
enabled the end to the atrocities that were being suffered by my 
people," she said. A month after Kahasha's troops dismantled the 
Hutu rebel camp, Diane Mudekereza's family was attacked by 
them. All of his family members were murdered except for two of 
his younger brothers who survived the rebel machetes. 

Justice to heal the wounds of victims 

Stripped of all their wealth, several inhabitants of Kaniola and 
Nindja have since fallen into precariousness. A situation which 
gives rise to the stigmatization of which the survivors of these 
massacres are victims. “Stigmatizing victims does not give them 
the chance to take back their lives and gain new momentum. We 
have a duty to help them come to terms with their situation and 
move from being victim to that of survivor to be leaders in their 
communities and actively participate in the development of our 
society," says Tatiana Mukanire, National Coordinator of the 
National Movement of Survivors of Sexual Violence in the DRC. 
Alongside Dr. Denis Mukwege, Tatiana Mukanire is campaigning 
for the creation of a special criminal court for the Congo as well 
as the involvement of victims in the reparation process in order 
to design reparation measures that meet victims' expectations. 

A fight that has not yet borne fruit. 

“Kaniola has suffered a lot. Women have been raped, our cows 
have been stolen. We were forced to flee our village but we have 
not yet found the one who will wipe our tears. Let us support 
ourselves so that these rebels can answer for their acts and so 
that the victims are taken care of,"said the head of the Kaniola 
group. For Guillaume Mushagalusa, only justice can heal his 
wounds. “We call on the Government to find these criminals so 
that they can be tried. », Says Guillaume. A call for justice 
reiterated by all the inhabitants of Kaniola. “The leaders of the 
Hutu rebels are in Germany, France, Italy, etc. After killing all 
these people, the international community continues to protect 
these people. And then they will come to investigate to ask who 
killed us as if the international community did not know our 
executioners," said Albert Kahasha regretfully.

Recently, a global fund for survivors of sexual violence was 
created at the initiative of Dr. Denis Mukwege and Nadia 
Murad, laureates of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize. Thanks to 
this fund, initiatives are being undertaken to support victims 
in order to ensure that they recover their rightful place in 
society. “We accompany victims where the state does not 
intervene. Our approach is to show the government that it is 
possible. There will be collective repairs which will consist of 
the construction of hospitals, monuments, schools, etc. but 
also individual reparations which will allow victims to create 
income-generating activities," says Tatiana Mukanire, 
announcing that this reparation fund will also provide 
psychological support to victims, an element without which 
no reparation is possible. 

Moïse MAKANGARA 
Journalist  

  

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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Here are some extracts from the joint motion for a 
resolution of the European Parliament on the case of  
Dr. Mukwege delivered on September 16, 2020 

 "... 

6.             Welcomes Dr Mukwege's firm commitment to the work undertaken in the 2010 UN report on the 
mapping project; condemns the lack of progress by the international community in implementing its 
recommendations; calls on the DRC authorities to redouble their efforts to prevent further human 
rights violations in eastern DRC and to take measures to put in place mechanisms that will ensure 
that victims of future conflicts respect their their rights to justice and redress; 

7.               therefore supports the proposals to create specialized mixed chambers in the DRC courts in order to 
allow the DRC judiciary and the international community to cooperate and prosecute the 
perpetrators of human rights violations ; 

8.             urges the government of the DRC to review the work of its previous truth and reconciliation 
commission; fully supports the request addressed by President Tshisekedi to his government for the 
establishment of a transitional justice mechanism which would try the most serious crimes and 
strongly hopes that the two draft decrees, under consideration for several months , will be adopted 
in due course by the Council of Ministers; 

9.              calls on the Member States of the United Nations Security Council to call for the 
establishment of an international criminal tribunal which would advance proven 
cases of human rights violations dating back to before 2002; 

                 … 

12.            pays tribute to all human rights defenders in the DRC who continue to carry out their mission 
despite the challenges they face and welcomes the open condemnation of the events by several 
national and international organizations; 

13.          calls on the VP / HR, the Union delegation and the Union missions in the DRC to strengthen their 
visible support for human rights defenders at risk in the DRC, using all available instruments 
(political , diplomatic and financial) as a protective measure to recognize their human rights work 
and the important role they play as human rights defenders in the fight for stability and peace in the 
region; 

14.            calls on the Union to maintain the sanctions against perpetrators of violence and human rights 
violations in the DRC and calls for the extension of these sanctions to the perpetrators of the crimes 
cited in the United Nations report on the mapping project; 

15.             condemns the use of sexual violence against women in conflicts and calls on the international 
community to redouble its efforts to eradicate the scourge of sexual and gender-based violence in 
armed conflicts and wars, to protect the victims, to put an end to the impunity of the perpetrators of 
violence and guarantee survivors access to justice, reparations and remedies; 

                  … 

17.             Recalls that the violence in eastern DRC is perpetrated by armed groups of domestic 
and foreign rebels, who are financed by the mineral trade and who fight for access to 
this trade; stresses that all companies, persons, states or state-linked actors who 
contribute to the commission of such crimes must be brought to justice; Welcomes the 
entry into force of the EU conflict minerals regulation in January 2021, which is the first of many 
steps the international community must take to tackle this deeply rooted problem; Stresses the 
urgent need for further action on the due diligence and responsible behavior of companies operating 
in conflict zones; 

18.           urges cross-border cooperation in the African Great Lakes region and the establishment of a regional 
strategy by neighboring countries to combat violence and human rights violations in the DRC; 

                 …" 

ADVOCACY AGAINST IMPUNITY
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Since 2012, a team of specialists in minimally invasive surgery has visited Panzi Hospital every quarter. Made up of two 
general surgeons, two gynecological surgeons, as well as a gastroenterologist, an ENT surgeon, an anesthesiologist, an 
instrumentalist and a nurse, this team made up of African and European specialists and led by Belgian professor Dr. 
Guy-Bernard Cadiere carried out their 22nd mission of operating demonstration and teaching laparoscopy at the Panzi 
Hospital despite the global crisis linked to the Coronavirus. 

Particularly useful in the sanitary conditions of most hospitals on the African continent, this highly technical surgery 
allows faster physical recovery without apparent scars and without risk of infection. Less invasive, the organs are 
manipulated with dexterity using small diameter instruments and a tiny camera inserted into the patient's abdomen. 

Surgeons then operate inside the abdominal cavity while 
looking at a screen. 

While the last mission in April had to be canceled, between 
September 25 and October 4, 2020, 47 surgeries and 77 
endoscopies (including 23 colposcopies and 54 
gastroscopies) were performed in the operating rooms of 
Panzi Hospital. 

During the operations, the specialists of the Panzi Hospital 
are trained in the different types of surgical interventions 
by the team from Belgium. These missions also aim to train 
medical students. Thus, 112 graduate students received 14 
hours of courses given by Dr. Marc Van Gossum on 
digestive oncology, chronic diarrhea and the differential 
diagnosis of chronic pain. 

The next mission of Dr. Guy-Bernard Cadière's team will 
take place in January 2021. Panzi Hospital is, of course, 
open to anyone wishing to have an operation or make an 
appointment for a consultation. In addition to fistula 
problems, the team will treat cancers of the colon, 
stomach, obesity, heartburn, inguinal hernia, sinus or ear 
problems, infertility or prolapse. 

Contact: +243 993 440 608 or www.docteurcadiere.com 

Photo @Jacob STEENOFT

Dr. Lisette Fodderie Ekila, 
anesthetist and Dr. Benjamin 

Cadiere from Professor Cadiere's 
team accompanied by two doctors 

from Panzi Hospital.

Practicing & teaching 
minimally invasive 

surgery at Panzi 
Hospital: 22nd mission 

Summary of procedures carried out: 
  
18 gynecological procedures including one 
promentopexy, one ovarian cyst, two hysterectomies, 
two myomectomies, one adhesiolysis, four tubal 
plasties and seven laparoscopy for sterility were 
performed. 

There are also 14 cutting-edge interventions, 
including 3 uretero-vesical reimplants, a high 
rectovaginal fistula, a pulltrough for FRVaginal, 2 
exploratory laparoscopies, gastric cancer, gallbladder 
cancer, splenectomy, gastric sleeve, lithina in Caroli's 
disease, a recovery of Pulltrough and a recovery of 
Caroli's patient. 

6 minor cholecystectomy procedures were performed 
for teaching and 9 ENT procedures including 2 
tympanoplasty, a meatotomy and ethmoidectomy, an 
astronomy and tympanoplasty, a globular tumor, a 
maxillary ethmoidectomy, a vocal cord nodule and 2 
sinus tumors. 

For endoscopy, 6 hemorrhoid ligatures with elastics, 
2 ligatures of esophageal varices, evidence of severe 
gastritis, peptic ulcers, esophageal varices and cancer.

Dr Guy-Bernard Cadiere, 
Surgeon, Dr. Raha with 
another doctor from Panzi 
Hospital.

http://www.docteurcadiere.com
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We remember...

“On October 6, 1996, the world in which I had started my 
professional life collapsed: more than 35 of my patients and 
members of the nursing staff of the Lemera Hospital in the 
Province of South Kivu were brutally massacred. 

This date will forever be engraved in my memory and marks 
the beginning of the mass atrocities committed in the Congo. 
AFDL troops, who presented themselves as "liberators" led by 
Laurent Désiré Kabila and supported by Rwanda, began their 
march across the country to drive out the Hutus and end the 
era of Marshal Mobutu. 

This war crime is listed in the United Nations Mapping Report 
among the violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law committed in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) between 1993 and 2003. 

24 years after the incident, no commemorative plaque has been 
erected in Lemera, not even a simple cross to mark the mass 
grave where the human remains of my patients and medical 
staff are. The survivors and the families of the victims still live 
in fear as the Army Commander currently stationed there, who 
was one of the perpetrators of the 1996 massacre at the 
hospital, preventing any possibility for the population to go 
through their process of mourning and reconnecting with the 
thread of a normal life. 

The path to lasting peace in the DRC and in the sub-region will 
pass through justice, truth, reparations and guarantees of non-
repetition. The facts are established by the Mapping report. 
The solutions are proposed in the recommendations of this 
same report.

For the violence and massacres to end, it is now a question of 
implementing them and bringing justice to all the victims. 

Among the most urgent measures, there is the need for a 
profound reform of the security sector and a restructuring of the 
public service: all State agents, in particular those of the army, 
the police, intelligence services and the judiciary which have 
been implicated in serious violations of human rights and 
international humanitarian law must be removed from their 
duties. 

This clean-up is a prerequisite for any effort aimed at 
establishing peace and the rule of law in the DRC, and will help 
prevent the recurrence of killings and massacres. 

Victims must also be guaranteed their rights to truth and 
reparations to create the conditions necessary for reconciliation. 

The time has come for the Congolese authorities and the 
international community to set up an International Criminal 
Tribunal for the DRC and specialized mixed chambers: the law 
must be spoken and it is imperative that the political and military 
leaders of the most serious crimes committed in the DRC answer 
for their acts before justice because the generalized impunity, 
enjoyed by the perpetrators and instigators of these serious 
violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, 
largely explains that such atrocities continue daily until today." 

Dr. Denis Mukwege 

Illustration @Arnold MAKUMBA
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Workshop on 
positive 
masculinity in 
Sange in front of 
local leaders 
An activity on gender and positive 
masculinity took place in Sange, in the 
Ruzizi plain on September 25th. 
Led by the program director and several 
experts from the Panzi Foundation, the 
delegation received around 20 school 
officials and other community leaders. The 
participants were motivated by this 
training which aims to fight against gender-
based violence. 

In his opening remarks, Reverend Miruho, 
honorary legal representative of the 8th CEPAC, 
welcomed this activity in Sange, a locality long 
forgotten by national and international NGOs. 
Bertin Rutega, the program director of the Panzi 
Foundation, presented the activities of the Panzi 
Foundation, emphasizing the model of holistic care 
for victims. The Panzi Model was created by Dr. 
Mukwege in order to to guarantee comprehensive 
care from a one-stop shop where survivors can 
receive the assistance and training necessary for 
their post-traumatic reconstruction. 

Simarly, Panzi Foundation gender expert, Ms. 
Kusinza, gave a presentation on female leadership 
in the community. For her, it is a question of 
making the participants understand the meaning 
of the term gender, which refers to attributes, 
roles, relationships and social constructions that 
are made from sexual differences. She also touched 
on the concept of leadership, the ability of a person 
to influence others. 

Roger Buhendwa, head of advocacy at the Panzi 
Foundation, explained the global vision of Dr. 
Denis Mukwege: "To build a rule of law, emerging, 
capable of leading to a sustainable and harmonious 
development not only in the DRC, but throughout 
the country and continent by placing women and 
men at the center of all political, economic, social 
and cultural actions in order to restore their 
dignity." 

At the end of the activity, the head of the city of Sange, Mr. Ndabwirwa Rukalisha Malula spoke: “The teachings that we 
have received are really important and vital. It is also important that they are not limited only here in Sange, but that 
they can spread. These kinds of workshops are necessary. I call on the whole community of Sange so that we unite in 
order to give women their rights." 
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Conferences of Panzi

Feedback from the October conference: 

"The 3 modes of communication according 
to Professor Roger POITI" 

Thursday, October 15, Roger Poiti led a conference for 
the Panzi Foundation executives on the theme "The 3 

modes of communication to persuade and why" in 
order to improve the way of communicating to the 

public made up mainly of beneficiaries of the services 
offered by Panzi. 

Two years ago, Dr. Denis Mukwege won the Nobel Peace 
Prize alongside Nadia Murad 

It is with great emotion that we recall  October 5, 2018 when cries of joy resounded throughout the Panzi Hospital.  
Dr. Mukwege, then in the operating room, did not immediately understand what was going on, but the cheers that his 
colleagues chanted in the corridors of the hospital were getting closer and became clearer and clearer... A few minutes 
later, he spoke: "This prize is the prize of all Congolese, I dedicate it to all these Congolese heroines who are rising up 
despite the pain and the obstacles."

New edition of the book 
"Repairing women" co-
written by Dr. Denis 
Mukwege and Dr. Guy-
Bernard Cadière, has 
been published since 
October 7, 2020 in a 
"Pocket" edition by 
Harper Collins. Available 
in all major French-
speaking bookstores. 

The Panzi 
Foundation Mental 

Health project team 
went to the Lumu 
Health Center in 

Bagira to provide 
psychological 

support to diabetics. 
Some needed 

individual therapy.
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A delegation from Panzi  
at the “Responsible 
Minerals” Forum
Each year, the Responsible Minerals forum is held on the in 
the USA, was held online. For a substantial sum, the biggest 
companies from all over the world participate in order to 
discuss the topic of "responsible minerals". Among the 
panelists invited this year were Dr. Christine Amisi Notia, 
Executive Secretary of the Panzi Foundation, Christine 
Deshryver, Director and co-founder of City of Joy and Vice-
President of the Panzi Foundation, and Emily Warne, 
Director of Strategic Partnership and Communication (USA) 
from the Panzi Foundation spoke to these professionals from 
multinational corporations on October 27 and 28, 2020. 

Dr. Amisi shared her plea: “We shared our experience in 
mining squares by addressing the issue of children and sex 
workers who are exploited there. We wanted to show the 
suffering of the Congolese people which we are witnessing as 
a result of the disastrous working conditions in the mining 
squares. We explained the work done by our Panzi 
Foundation teams ”. The Executive Secretary sounded the 
alarm: “Everyone has their role to play and their 
responsibilities. The Congolese government must be urged to 
assume its responsibilities by applying all possible measures relating to the safety of women and children in mining 
sites. About 40% of those located in the east of the country are under the control of armed groups. It is time for the 
Congolese government to respect the rules for protecting children. We don't see children at mining sites in Zambia 
or South Africa, nor do we see pregnant women. With us, it's everywhere. " 

The Vice-President of the Panzi Foundation and Director of City of Joy, Ms. Christine Deschryver denounced a 
system that preserves inequalities: “I spoke of solidarity and minerals. We, the Congolese people, never see the 
fallout from anything exported from our national soil. Lots of multinationals give crumbs to numb us, but why don't 
we have our own mineral processing plants?" Affectionately known as Mama Christine and a representative of the 
global V-Day movement, she explained the goals of an institution like the City of Joy: “Every city should have a City 
of Joy like in Kenya or Afghanistan. The impact of our work is crucial in such a traumatized society. Our mission is 
to turn punishment into power and foster emotional healing for women in our care. We are pushing our training in 
female leadership enormously so that tomorrow, the women who pass through our walls can take charge and 
become real agents of change. We teach our daughters about values, how to protect the environment and we provide 
civic education classes so that they too can advocate and not remain passive spectators of the plundering of our 
minerals. The Vice-President of the Panzi Foundation also shared several life stories from the City of Joy and 
explained the importance of connecting all the work done on the ground in the DRC with the rest of the world as 
part of the V-Day global movement of which the City of Joy of Bukavu is a part of. 

Emily Warne, who coordinates for Panzi Foundation in the United States, said she was encouraged by the wave of 
positive responses received at the end of the keynote speech and the panel: “We hope this has had an impact on 
many companies involved in conflict minerals to take responsible sourcing seriously and support Panzi's various 
interventions in mining communities. " 
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Panzi Foundation staff in 
training  

Between October 19 and 28, 2020, 62 staff members 
of the Foundation and Panzi Hospital received 
training on project management and coordination in 
order to consolidate their knowledge. The objective 
was to improve the quality of the care offered to 
beneficiaries of Panzi structures. 

Over 8 days, participants followed modules on 
project management and coordination processes, 
conflict sensitivity and the "Do no Harm" approach; 
the role and responsibility of coordinators in the 
financial management of projects as well as the Inter 
Agency module on the management of cases of 
gender-based violence. 

At the end of this training, a Manager's Guide was 
produced for the management and coordination of 
projects for the Panzi Foundation summarizing the 
process to be followed to manage and coordinate 
projects. 

These trainings were organized with the financial 
support of the American organization MIMB.

The Ambassador of Canada to the DRC in Panzi 
Panzi hospital is back to its usual rate of attendance after confinement dictated by Covid-19. Partners, humanitarian 
workers and donors are increasing the number of visits to Panzi in order to reassess current projects. 

On Thursday, October 8, 2020, the Ambassador of Canada to the DRC, Nicolas Simard and the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate met in private before visiting the hospital and speaking with the staff. On this occasion, the Panzi hospital 
renovation project was submitted to the Canadian diplomat. The latter recalled that the Canadian Prime Minister, Justin 
Trudeau, had made a commitment, during the G7 summit in Biarritz in 2019, to provide a large financial contribution to 
the projects of the Panzi Foundation: "We are seeing how finalize this project so that we can move forward together. The 
sharing of needs is timely and we can take them into account in the development of the project ". 

Panzi's host also visited Maison Dorcas. The program manager of the Panzi Foundation, Bertin Rutega presented the 
activities of Panzi with a special mention to the “Panzi model” which has an implementation in the field through 26 offices 
in South Kivu. The Panzi Foundation favors this model of care in One Stop Centers integrated into the pre-existing health 
system. The delegation visited various generating activities created by the Foundation, including vocational training 
centers and the agro-food factory, projects initiated for the socio-economic reintegration and empowerment of survivors. 

In relation to the dignity of women, Nicolas Simard added: 
“Canada has a feminist international development policy. Like 
Dr. Mukwege, Canada stands alongside Congolese women who 
have a role to play for pacification, for the stabilization of their 
community, but also for the economic development of the DRC."

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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In this month of October, the Mobile Clinic of the Panzi 
Foundation carried out several missions in Kalole, 

Shabunda and Idjwi Nord 

The Panzi Foundation's Mobile 
Clinic  was created to provide 
adequate health care to remote 
populations. A team made up of 
doctors, nurses, psychologists 
and psychosocial assistants is 
deployed in different health 
zones in the region, depending 
on the need therein, for the care 
of survivors of sexual violence, 
patients suffering from genital 
pathologies as well as patients 
affected by various common 
diseases. 

335 patients treated by the 
Mobile Clinic in the Mwenga 
health zone 

The campaign was organized from 
October 26 to November 6, 2020 in the rural health zone of Mwenga through the Kalambi Health Center and the Kihonvu 
Hospital Center. The team led by Dr. Alfred Badesire, of the Panzi General Reference Hospital, provided medical care as 
well as psychological assistance to poor citizens, including those displaced by war. For several months, the territory of 
Mwenga has been a stronghold of refuge for countless civilian populations fleeing armed conflicts between rebel factions 
in the highlands of Uvira as well as in the synclinorium of Itombwe. Among the emblematic villages, victims of these 
nameless atrocities, we can cite the village of Kipupu. 

In addition to the material damage, these hostilities, the real motive of which is difficult to elucidate, caused several loss 
of human life and rapes of women regardless of their ages. 

The organization of a Mobile Clinic mission was essential in this area, which serves as a fortress for displaced people from 
the highlands. For the Panzi Foundation, urgent medical and psychosocial assistance must be provided to citizens who 
have lost everything, including their health, following the resurgence of conflicts in this eastern part of the DRC. 

Among the patients treated, there are 30 survivors of sexual violence, 116 cases of urogenital infections, 27 cases of genital 
prolapse and 4 women with rectovaginal fistulas. 

19 health providers in the Kalole area, in Shabunda, trained in the management of sexual violence and 
urogynecological pathologies 

From September 29 to October 6, 2020, a team from the 
Panzi Foundation, through the Mobile Clinic, made a 
descent to Kalole (South Kivu), via Kama (Maniema) 
thanks to transport provided by Aviation without 
Borders (ASF); in order to train several health providers 
in this region in the management of sexual and gender-
based violence as well as urogynecological pathologies. 
This mission was also the occasion for the launch of a 
new project of Prevention and Response to Gender-
Based Violence (PRVBG) with financial support from 
the Social Fund of the DRC.

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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A total of 19 providers benefited from 5 days of training in 
order to raise the level to implement the operating model of 
the Mobile Clinic. Funded by the World Bank, this project is 
planned for 5 years during which the Panzi Foundation will 
support the Mobile Clinics for 2 years on the basis of the 
already existing model so that Kalole providers take over for 
the remaining 3 years, but still under. supervision of the 
Panzi Foundation team. 

The 5 days of training were devoted to understanding Panzi's 
holistic care model. Once the concepts have been learned 
and mastered, providers will intervene for better care 
according to the Panzi Model, based on the 4 pillars of the 
holistic model (medical, psychosocial, legal and also on 
socio-economic reintegration). 

At the end of this training, Mrs. Kika Bora, nurse at Kalole 
General Hospital, participating in the training said: “We 
have learned a lot about sexual violence. We have received 
lessons on the female genitalia and especially on the 
pathologies that affect the female genitals. We ask Panzi to 
extend this project beyond the Kalole health zone." 

In addition, 65 patients, including the 30 victims of sexual 
violence, received psychological assistance, through a 
psychologist and a psychosocial assistant. 

During the month of October, the Mobile Clinic also carried 
out a mission to Idjwi Nord.

Photos @Arsene LWABANDJI
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Activities carried out in each pillar through various 
projects of the Panzi Foundation,  Panzi Hospital, 

and in all the areas in which our projects are active 
Period from September 25, 2020 to October 25, 2020 

 THE PANZI MODEL  
Developed by Doctor Mukwege, the Panzi Model 
organizes comprehensive care for survivors of 
sexual violence based on 4 pillars that allow 
survivors to rebuild their lives, become 
independent and reintegrate into the community. 
company in a sustainable way through our One 
Stop Centers

© Photo Josh ESTEY

Arrive at One Stop Center  
Panzi Hospital, Mulamba Hospital Center, Bulenga Hospital Center or Panzi Clinic 

in Kinshasa

Leave One Stop Center

MEDICAL PILLAR

During the month of October, the Medical Pillar carried out 
several activities in the health structures of the partner health 
zones of the province of South Kivu and other provinces of the 
DRC. The security context in the territories of Fizi and Shabunda 
remains alarming, with killings, kidnappings, rapes and multiple 
other abuses and violations of human rights.

This month:

-  294 SVS patients were treated including 106 at Panzi Hospital, 
4 at Bulenga Hospital Center, 5 at Mulamba Hospital Center, 4 in 
Katana, 1 in Walungu, 10 in Lemera, 3 in Bunyakiri, 8 in 
Nyangezi, 7 in Minova, 3 in Lulingu, 9 in Idjwi, 55 in Fizi, 33 in 
Nundu, 20 in Kimbi-Lulenge, 1 in Kaniola, 3 in Lulingu, 9 in 
Shabunda, 13 in Kalémie, 1 in Moba and 2 in Nyunzu ( Kalémie, 
Nyunzu and Moba are in Tanganyika province); and 98 were 
eligible for PEP prevention, including 2 men and 14 minors. All of 
these patients received psychosocial support.

- 81  patients were operated on for genital prolapse and all 
discharged healed with less than ten days of 
hospitalization: 29 at the Panzi Hospital, 12 at the 
Mulamba Hospital Center and 38 at the Bulenga Hospital 
Center.

- 62 women with urogenital fistulas underwent 
reconstructive surgery: 16 at Panzi Hospital, 1 at 
Mulamba Hospital Center, 13 in Kasaji, 18 in Sandoa 
(Kasaji and Sandoa are two territories in the province of 
Lualaba) and 14 in Lubutu (province of Maniema).

- 98 deliveries were performed (78 at Mulamba Hospital 
Center, 20 at Bulenga Hospital Center), with 28 
emergency Caesarean sections performed for various 
indications such as failure to engage, fetal macrosomia 
and iterative; 80% of these parturients came from other 
health facilities.

SVS = survivor of sexual 
violence / GBV= gender-based 
violence / PEP = post-exposure 
prophylaxis / PSA = Psycho-
social assistant / OSC = One Stop 
Center / MUSO = Mutuelle de 
Solidarité /CRS = School 
Recovery Center
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- 161patients were treated on an outpatient basis: 73 at the 
Bulenga Hospital Center, 49 at the Mulamba Hospital 
Center, 10 children in the care of AMADE Bunyakiri, 20 
in Kamituga and 9 in Mwana. Different pathologies have 
been diagnosed, and typhoid fever, simple malaria and flu 
syndrome are the pathologies most incriminated.

- 122 patients were hospitalized: 83 at the Bulenga 
Hospital Center, 34 at the Mulamba Hospital Center and 5 
in Kamituga, with acute urogenital infections, surgical 
pathologies and severe anemic malaria are the cause of 
hospitalization at 65%.

•The Panzi Foundation, through its Gender-Based 
Violence Prevention project funded by the DRC 
Social Fund, in partnership with Physicians for 
Human Rights, organized training on the multi-
sectoral response to sexual violence in conflict zones. 
for 30 professionals from different territories of the 
province of South Kivu.

•The Norwegian Church Aid-funded Holistic 
Response to GBV project visited Kalehe to retrain 30 
healthcare providers (19 nurses, 5 doctors, 1 
psychologist and 5 psychosocial assistants) on SGBV 
case management.

•The PRVBG / FSRDC organized another training 
for 31 healthcare providers (1 doctor and 30 nurses) 
from the health zones of Kalole and High Planes of 
Uriva on the clinical management of survivors of 
sexual violence. , the diagnosis of surgical 
gynecological disabilities (fistulas and urogenital 
prolapse) and the running of the Panzi Foundation 
Mobile Clinics.

- 25 cases of prolapse and 7 cases of fistulas were also 
treated.

- 131 survivors were discharged after reestablishing their 
emotional balance and returned to their different 
communities.

- 43 active listening sessions and 38 home visits were 
carried out by psychologists and APS to 24 children from 
the school remedial centers of Luhwindja and Kamituga,

- 29 children were visited in their homes by psychosocial 
workers from the Children of Panzi and Elsewhere 
project, and there was improvement and reintegration 
into the family and the community. The stigma that 
weighed on the children affected seems to have 
diminished and the children are joining in the games with 
other children in the community.

- Carrying out 4 therapeutic education sessions with the 
parents of SVS children from Kavumu and Bunyakiri on 
the signs and symptoms of psychological suffering in 
children who have suffered trauma including sexual 
violence.

- Carrying out 3 psyological education sessions with 73 
patients with diabetes on "How to deal with the stress of 
diabetes disease".

-Carrying out of a fairground hearing in Kalehe territory 
in Minova where 10 survivors of sexual violence were 
accompanied by a psychologist throughout the hearings 
carried out.

- Drafting of the monthly report for the psychosocial 
activities carried out within the framework of the 
Prevention and Response to Gender-Based Sexual 
Violence project

- Conducting a working session with trainers from the 
regional training center (RTF) for the production of a 
harmonized training module between RTF and Panzi 
Foundation on the holistic care of survivors of sexual and 
gender-based violence,

-  Several trainings for care providers and staff of the 
Panzi Foundation on project management, 'Do no harm', 
psychosocial care for survivors of GBV, case 
management, psychosocial care techniques and 
management tools case,

- Carrying out 3 coaching sessions and formative 
supervision of field teams on how to properly deal with 
the psychological suffering of survivors of GBV and

PSYCHOSOCIAL PILLAR

- 689 new cases were taken care of by the Psychosocial 
Pillar in the 3 OSCs and on the other Panzi Foundation 
sites within the community,

- 153 patients came to the appointment to complete the 
psychosocial care services,

- 223 cases are survivors of sexual violence of which 63 are 
minors
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LEGAL  PILLAR

Legal support

A total of 466 requests for assistance were received by the 
legal pillar among them 53 SV cases; 397 cases of GBV and 
16 land cases. Thus, SV files were assigned to lawyers for 
study, constitution of file elements, drafting of complaints 
and judicial follow-up. As for the reconciled files, 92 files 
were closed by conciliation of the parties in dispute.

Judicial follow-up of cases

-124 cases were regularly followed up before the competent 
judicial bodies, both civil and military (police, prosecution, 
prosecutors, courts and tribunals) including 78 cases in 
ordinary court and 45 cases followed in fairground 
including 20 in fairground in Minova with the obtaining of 
16 judgments including 13 convictions and 3 acquittals; the 
other 4 cases were referred to ordinary court because the 
defendants were detained in Bunyakiri prison and 25 in 
fairground in Fizi resulted in 18 convictions and 07 acquittal 
judgments.

For the Legal Clinic in Bukavu
-26   cases followed before the police, the public 
prosecutor's office of Bukavu, the TGI Bukavu, the Court of 
Appeal and General Prosecutor's Office of Bukavu, the 
military garrison court of Bukavu and the Children's Court 
of Bukavu.

For local legal clinics
As part of the PIAH project

17 cases were regularly followed up before the judicial 
authorities, including:

In Uvira, 2 cases were followed, including 1 case tried at 
the TGI Uvira by conviction of the alleged 20-year SPP, 
ID of $ 5,000 payable in Congolese francs and fines of 
800,000 FC and 01 case followed at Tripaix Uvira.
In North Idjwi, 4 cases were followed, including 2 still 
ongoing at Tripaix Idjwi, 2 cases judged by the same court 
(in one the court declared itself incompetent materially, 
and in the other, the child in conflict with the law was 
placed until the age of majority and civilly to the payment 
of damages of the order of 10,700,000 FC).
In Kamituga, 3 cases were followed including 1 
introduced in the Tripaix of Kamituga under and 01 case 
tried in the Tripaix Kamituga by reprimand of the child in 
conflict with the law and by conviction of the civilly 
responsible for the payment of 1.2000.000 FC of the ID 
and to fines of 300,000 FC. Another case tried by TGI 
Kamituga in which the defendant was sentenced to 12 
months of SPP and he was sentenced to DI in the order of 
$ 2,000 and to court costs;
In Luhwindja, 2 cases including 1 introduced at the and 1 
other ongoing case also at the level of the police.
In Shabunda, 6 cases followed including 05 at the level of 
the police under the report and 1 file introduced to the 
prosecution near the Tripaix of Shabunda;

As part of the project funded by GIZ

7 cases were regularly followed up before the courts, 
including:
In Idjwi Sud, 5 cases followed including 5 at the 
prosecutor's office near the Tripaix Idjwi and 2 other cases 
at the Tripaix of Idjwi
In Mwenga, 2 cases followed, including 01 before the TGI 
Kamituga which was referred for regularization of the 
procedure with regard to the defendant and another before 
the same which was referred for personal appearance of 
the alleged perpetrator.

As part of the Umbrella project,
18 files were followed up

In Lemera, 16 cases, some under investigation at the 
tripaix of Uvira, others at the level of the police and still 
others at the level of the Tripaix and the high court of 
Uvira.
In Kaniola, 2 cases including one submitted to the PNC 
and another submitted to the prosecution near the Tripaix 
of Walungu

 others who have experienced potentially traumatic 
events in their past.

- Carrying out 3 home monitoring missions for 120 
former survivors of GBV in the 3 sites of the project 
funded by GIZ (Kaziba, Mwenga and Idjwi),

-Development of the home follow-up sheet for former 
survivors of GBV and other gynecological pathologies 
discharged from hospital,
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As part of the project funded by ECI

In Miti-Murhesa: 3 files including 1 file submitted to the 
Kavumu prosecutor's office and 2 land files under the 
Tripaix Kabare;

As part of the project financed by the Global Fund
In Kavumu, 1 file submitted to the Kavumu police and 
already sent for investigation to the Kabare peace court

For the Kinshasa legal clinic,
5 cases were brought to court for hearing and assistance of 
survivors at the Kinshasa Gombe high court, at the 
Kinshasa Matete tribunal de grande instance, at the 
Kinshasa Ngaliema children's court, at the Ngaliema 
children's court or in another case the court had declared 
the breach of rape not established for lack of evidence.

For the PRVBG Tanganyika project:
2 rape cases were followed up with, one on a 4-year-old 
male child and the other on a 15-year-old girl at Kalemie 
Children's Court. One was argued and taken under 
advisement and the other was remanded for further 
investigation and possible oral argument.
In short, 124 cases were regularly followed up at the level 
of the judicial bodies, including 79 cases in ordinary 
hearings and 6 cases among them have already obtained 
judgments, 45 cases have been the subject of mobile 
hearings.

Mobile hearings:
2 fairgrounds were organized, one of which was with TGI 
Uvira for the PRVBG-Umbrella project, resulting in the 
examination of 25 cases for which 18 convictions were 
obtained and 7 acquittals.
For the PRVBG-center of excellence project, out of 20 
cases, 13 conviction judgments were obtained, 3 acquittal 
judgments and 04 other cases were returned to the 
ordinary roll.

Awareness 

Community Awareness 
While respecting the preventive measures of Covid-19, 
208 community awareness sessions were organized with 
the objective of informing the community more broadly 
about legal issues. A total of 4,691 people were affected 
including 1,443 men and 2,983 women, 133 girls and 132 
boys. 

 -The themes addressed mainly focused on the 
abandonment of children, the beneficiaries of 
inheritance, the facilitation of access to justice for 
survivors of SGBV, the services offered by the legal 
clinic and the importance of obtaining them 
appropriately, the registration of children in civil status, 
early marriage and its consequences, avoiding land 
conflicts is to preserve social peace, the inheritance in 
Congolese law, forced marriage, the consequences of the 
absence of civil marriage, the rights and duties of the 
child, domestic violence, the mission and objectives of 
the Panzi Foundation, physical violence and sexual 
exploitation, the rights of children born out of wedlock 
and the inheritance of women, avoid conflicts to 
promote peace, the collection of evidence in cases of 
rape, the rights of women workers in Congolese 
marriage law, how to limit the spread of communicable 
diseases, the impact of inheritance on the law fo ncier, 
the right of women to inheritance, the protection of 
women in armed conflict and differences between sex 
and gender.

- Radio broadcasts were added to its sensitization 
activities in order to reach a greater number of people, 
thus 40 programs were produced, broadcast and/or 
rebroadcast in the North Idjwi axis through Obuguma 
radio, in the Uvira axis through Messenger of the 
People, in the Kamituga axis through the Salama radio, 
in the Fizi axis through the muungano radio of Fizi, in 
the Miti-Murhesa axis through the Gorilla radio; in the 
Kaziba axis through RTNK and Umoja radio and in the 
Idjwi-South axis through Kalinga radio and in the 
Bukavu axis through Maendeleo radio and Mama radio.

The themes addressed during the broadcasts concerned 
the difference between dowry and redemption, methods 
of acquiring land and the mechanisms for their 
protection, land conflicts linked to plot boundaries, early 
marriage and forced marriage, inheritance in Congolese 
law, legal protection of the right to inheritance of 
women, the rights of children born out of wedlock, 
psychological violence, marriage in Congolese law, 
wicked destruction and importance of the will.
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Learning

Despite the threat of the Corona Virus which continues to 
weigh on the whole province and the country in general, 
training activities in the various sectors continue to follow 
their normal course. The number of participants for this 
month of October across all areas of intervention of the 
Panzi Foundation is a total of 211 beneficiaries distributed 
as follows:

- Literacy: 65 beneficiaries;

- Cutting and Sewing: 48 beneficiaries;

- Pastry: 39 beneficiaries;

- Saponification: 21 beneficiaries;

- IT: 19 beneficiaries;

- Braids and manufacture of wigs: 2 beneficiaries;

- Agro Pastorale: 17 beneficiaries;

It should be noted that there are transversal training 
courses, in particular Jewelery (6 participants), 
Maroquinerie (3 participants); Law: 73 participants and 
Reproductive Health (73 participants) which are also 
provided to beneficiaries.

Awareness

At all of the Panzi Foundation's intervention sites, 
awareness-raising took place while respecting barrier 
measures.

Production and promotion

Mutual of Solidarity (MUSO)

Throughout the month of October, we followed the 
activities of 425 MUSO in the different axes namely: 
Kaziba, Kamanyola, Katogota, Luvungi, Bwegera, 
Bulenga, Kavumu, Katana, Kalehe, Mulamba, Luhwinja, 
Idjwi, Bunyakiri and Lamituga .

Through general meetings organized by MUSOs, 7,252 
beneficiaries were met throughout the month, including 
6,382 women and 870 men.

Note that some solidarity mutuals are in the process of 
thinking about community projects and the business plans 
for a good part are being drafted and almost already 
finalized.

Nobela Center (Production and sales point)

The activities in the various Nobela centers are progressing 
well. Regular monitoring is important to ensure that 
women stay in the agreed activities and also that

SOCIO-ECONOMIC PILLAR

 
Socio-economic reintegration reflects the activities at the 
start of the development phase for these women who have 
suffered violence of all kinds and who were followed in 
the emergency phase in the other pillars. This report 
contains 6 main points which describe the 6 themes 
developed by the Inclusion-Appropriation-Sustainability 
of Reintegration approach at the Panzi Foundation, in 
addition to the coordination aspects of the pillar:

Other activities carried out:

Monitoring of the development of the construction 
activities of the legal clinics of Kaziba and Idjwi on behalf 
of GIZ;

As part of the PRVBG-Center of Excellence project, there 
was participation in multisectoral training on the collection 
of forensic evidence of cases of sexual violence organized 
by PHR;

Participation in training on project coordination and 
management;

- Participation in training on the management of cases of 
gender-based violence.

Pick up in transit

A total of 275 beneficiaries benefited from healthy food, 
social supervision by supervisors and hygiene kits in the 
various transit centers of the Panzi Foundation, namely the 
Dorcas house (65 beneficiaries including 33 adults and 32 
dependent); Safe house Panzi (13 profess Kinshasa (10 
beneficiaries including 7 adults and 3 dependents); 
Bunyakiri, (2 people); Nyangezi, (1 person) and in 
Luhwinja (118 children including 66 boys and 52 girls).
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Agro-pastoral production

In all the intervention sites, agro-pastoral activities are 
progressing well. In some places preparation for Season A 
continues and in others it is semi-sighted activity that the 
rainy season has started. It emerges from the study that was 
carried out that the need to ensure an agricultural value chain 
for the agricultural activities of our beneficiaries is imperative 
so that at the end of the day they are really the first 
beneficiaries of their activities. The lack of outlet, packaging, 
storage, price fixing…. Are major problems that they face 
with every harvest.

Child protection

Cases of rape of minors continue to multiply and require that 
the culprits be punished. The start of the school year having 
already taken place since last month.

Other activites

- Mission on the North and South axes with the aim of 
carrying out a survey on the analysis and study of income-
generating activities that are promising in Kalehe, Katana, 
Kavumu, Kaziba and Nyangezi.

- Training on project management and case management 
organized by the program office
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their cohabitation does not suffer. Contacts on the ground 
with a view to opening two additional centers are in 
progress and could be concluded shortly.

Income Generating Activity (IGA)

In all areas of intervention (Kamanyola, Katogota, 
Luvungi, Bwegera, Nyangezi, Mulamba, Kamituga, 
Luhwinja, Idjwi, Kavumu, Katana, Kalehe, Bulenga, 
Bunyakiri, Minova, etc.) income-generating activities for 
beneficiaries are generally progressing well. A field visit to 
Kaziba, Kalehe, Katana, Kavumu and Nyangezi as part of 
the analysis and evaluation of promising activities allowed 
us on the basis of a survey questionnaire to get in touch 
with the beneficiaries, visit their displays and get an idea of 
the difficulties encountered and the wishes of each of them. 
It emerged from this study that all activities can be 
beneficial depending on the case, but some are more so 
than others. The need for working capital is one of the 
major problems that beneficiaries face in their daily lives, 
because the membership fees of MUSOs are not sufficient 
to meet the needs of all at the same time. The lack of 
outlet, a marketing policy and management concepts are 
also to be criticized. There is also a need for a place to dry 
and store materials.
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